Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Special Meeting Minutes
December 1, 2004

The Special Meeting was called to order by Chairman Ed Simonsen at 6:06 pm at the Town of Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:  Present                                           Absent                               
                      Ed Simonsen, Chairman                    Mike Leiser                  

                      Mary Ellen Hern                                Don Gaylord                  

                      Tim Ooms, Ag. Member (7:08 pm)     Pat Prendergast,

                      Gerard Minot-Scheuermann (6:10 pm)           Engineer  

                      Marc Gold, Attorney                          Richard Anderson                         

                      James Egnasher, Alternate                Sean Jennings,                                

                      Robert Cramer, Alternate                        Bldg. Inspctr.

                      Cheryl Gilbert, Alternate  

                      Town Board Members                    Excused                    
                      Doug McGivney, Supervisor               Mary Kramarchyk

                      Francis Vecellio                                 

                      Keith Stack

                      Debbie Johnson (6:10 pm)

                      Kim Pinkowski, Town Clerk 

Chairman Simonsen thanked the Town Board for their support.     

AGENDA:

1. Conservation subdivisions; should mandated use be expanded? 

     remove points of confusion? – There was some discussion about 

     one of the problems; possible segmentation.  Ideas were 

     exchanged between the members and they discussed the 

     possible misinterpretation by applicants.   

2. What is the most efficient method for addressing other Code 

     revisions? – There was some discussion regarding formation of a 

     standing Code Committee.  The Supervisor feels a six-month 

     turn-around time is good. 

3. Feedback loop process for issuance of CO for new PB approved 

     projects; rationale – Gerard explained the issue.  Presently, 

     there is no verification that what was approved by the Planning 

     Board is what the C/O was issued on.  Suggestion was made 

     as to possible review by Chairman or Engineer before C/O is 

     issued.  They talked about temporary C/Os and the current 

     Code; specifically 35-10.  

4. Lighting; lighting changes to commercial sites – Several sites in Town were mentioned that have unacceptable lighting at present.  These have an affect on driver safety.  Francis suggested a Planner may have to be hired to review the entire Town.  

5. Request for expert evaluation of Code design standards? – Gerard explained the Planning Board members’ ideas on this.  Mary Ellen said they want to make sure that they are upholding a good Code.  

6. Can PB have a site on Town’s website to show checklists, links to Code sections, etc.? – The checklists are already on the website; someone suggested that the fee schedule be posted also.  

7. When are “new” roads open for public use?  In reviewing new road design, should we assume the speed limit will be 55?  Can we request of the appropriate agency to establish a Town-wide maximum speed? – The Town has petitioned for local law to set speed limits in 2005.  The local Sheriffs have the authority to make suggestions regarding this; they have never been denied.  The Planning Board can deal with the developer in lieu of sidewalks also.  The C/O and bond can remain in place until the road is built out.

8. Should impact fees be assessed to developers? – They are prohibited in New York State.  They were ruled illegal over 20 years ago.  Be careful to identify the impact.  What about sidewalk credits?

9. Should we hold joint seminars or other educational opportunities for members of the Building Dept., ZBA, PB and TB? – Mary Ellen reported that the County has been looking for a “free” site.  The members shared their agreement on the idea of continuing education for all.  

10. Should we require a submission of additional copies of plats for PB Members to review at home and use for site visits? – The Planning Board now requires seven copies and would like to require ten.  There are more of them now making site visits.  That can be added to the application form as well.  There was some talk about some form of identification and a permission waiver for those members visiting sites.  

11. Should there be an official document, which contains by-laws of all boards? – Gerard presented some information; if they need legislation, Doug asked they see him.  The Code says they can make up their own rules and codify them.  

12. Code book index? – The Town Supervisor presented two types of index that might be used.  These are a work in progress at present.  They reviewed the two documents and commented.  

13. Other – There was some discussion regarding the Rtes 9/9H corridor and the illegal parking of tractor trailers in the area.  They talked about the intersection of Garrigan Road and Rte 203.  

At the end of the two-hour meeting, the Chairman thanked the members of both Boards for their input and their insight.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm at the end of the agenda.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Beaucage

Secreatary 
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