Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Workshop Minutes

July 14, 2005


The workshop meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Ed Simonsen, at 7:03 pm, on July 14, 2005, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.  

ROLL CALL:                       Present                                                  Excused
                                              Ed Simonsen, Chairman                       Mary Ellen Hern

                                              Don Gaylord                                         James Egnasher

                                              Tim Ooms, Ag. Member (late @ 7:12 pm)

                                              Richard Anderson

                                              Gerard Minot-Scheuermann

                                              Pat Prendergast, Engineer

                                              Albert Bright, II, Attorney

                                              Don Kirsch, CEO

                                              Cheryl Gilbert, Alternate (late @ 7:05 pm)

                                              Robert Cramer, Alternate

                                              William Butcher, Alternate

APPROVE MINUTES:   June 16, 2005 – The Chairman asked for comments on the minutes; there were none.  Gerard would like a copy of the ZBA minutes from the July 7th meeting; the Secretary will copy them for the members for next week.    
CORRESPONDENCE:     

1.     Letter (faxed) to Ed Simonsen, dated 2/15/05, from Timothy Stalker, CCPB, re:  Field 

        Flowers.
2.     Minutes, dated 6/13/05, from Town Board Meeting.  (on file)

3.   Letter (copy) to Peter VanAlstyne, dated 6/13/05, from Dale Rowe, CCDH, re:  Leone 

        confirmation of Witnessing deep test pits. 

4.   Memo to Planning Board, dated 6/15/05, from Ed Simonsen, re:  Recommendations…

  …Code changes.  (previously distributed on 6/16/05)

5.   Letter to Ed Simonsen, dated 6/16/05, from Pat Prendergast, re:  Merry Hill.  

        (previously distributed on 6/16/05)

6.   Memo to Planning Board, dated 6/16/05, from Ed Simonsen, re:  Sidewalk issue, Rod 

        and Gun Club Road.  (previously distributed on 6/16/05)

7.   Letter (copy) to Rachel Charron, dated 6/21/05, from Planning Board Secretary, re:  

        approval.

8.   Letter (copy) to Daniel Luciano, dated 6/21/05, from Planning Board Secretary, re:

  approval.
9.   Letter (copy) to Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hamilton, dated 6/21/05, from Planning Board

  Secretary, re:  approval.  

     10.     Letter (copy) to Mr. and Mrs. John Leone, dated 6/21/05, from Planning Board    

               Secretary, re:  approval.
     11.     Letter (copy) to Shawn Keough, dated 6/21/05, from Planning Board Secretary, re:  

               approval.  

12. Letter to Ed Simonsen, dated 6/22/05, from Timothy Stalker, CCPB, re:  Kinderhook 

               Auto Sales. 

13. Memo (copy) to Supervisor McGivney, dated 6/22/05, from Ed Simonsen, re:  

          Recommendations…..lighting and conservation subdivision.
14. Memo (copy) to …Ed Simonsen…, dated 6/24/05, from Ed McConville, re:  

          Summary of Pending Legislation.
15. Memo (copy) to Sean Egan, dated 6/27/05, from Ed Simonsen, re:  Field Flowers.
16. Memo (copy) to Sean Egan, dated 6/27/05, from Ed Simonsen, re:  James Gardinier.
17. Letter to Ed Simonsen, dated 6/28/05, from Bill Better, re:  Merry Hill Subdivision. 
(previously distributed on 6/30/05)

18. Memo (copy) to Town Board, dated 6/30/05, from Town Supervisor, re:  KNGG vs. 

          Kinderhook ZBA.

19. Memo (copy) to Town Board, dated 6/30/05, from Town Supervisor, re:  Wallace and

Hennett Roads…Mile Hill Road End.
20. Letter to Ed Simonsen, dated 6/30/05, from Pat Prendergast, re:  Merry Hill 
          Subdivision.  (previously distributed on 6/30/05)

21. Letter to Ed Simonsen, dated 7/1/05, from Pat Prendergast, re:  Escrow account.
22. Letter to Barbara Beaucage, dated 7/5/05, from Town of Stuyvesant Planning and Zoning Secretary, re:  Hamilton…horse boarding barn…..riding facility.
23. Fax to Ed Simonsen, dated 7/7/05, from Ed McConville, re:  conservation subdivisions…proposed legislation.  
The Chairman asked for comments on the correspondence; Pat had one, but will discuss it when we get to the project.  Ed had a comment on #3, the letter from Dale Rowe.  Respectfully, he disagrees with him even if he is an employee from the County Department of Health.  Gerard commented on it as well.  Dale said you are just asking for trouble; you may find water, Ed noted.  The members shared their impressions of his comment.  Cheryl asked why a copy was sent to Walt Simonsmeier; Don referred to the 9’-10’ basements. We were not looking for that.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

      7:10 pm -  Christian Leadership Academy – Modification to Site Plan – US Rte 9 – When the discussion began, the applicant was not present.  The Chairman explained the conversation he had with Pat Cavagnaro yesterday.  Her husband had relayed the message to her about putting windows in; they will cost her $2000.  Ed does not know how that can be.  The teachers have complained that they will not have enough wall space to exhibit the student’s work.  The members talked about some suggestions they had previously made.  Don suggested before that the windows are to look at from the outside; he asked if that site was approved as a used car lot, since there are two campers for sale on the site.  The applicant arrived, so Ed explained what he was discussing with the members.  Pat does not really want to put in the windows.  They are trying to retain as much wall space as possible for the 20 students in the class.  They are also not interested in spending money if they don’t have to.  The northern façade has changed; the street side, Larry Cavagnaro said.  Copies of the proposal were distributed to the members.  Ed talked about no blank walls, regardless of the width of them; this is in the Code.  He mentioned adding details to walls over 80’.  Pat mentioned the vegetation they will add; even now, she feels it does not look like a big blank wall.  Robert commented on a

suggestion they had offered at a previous meeting.  Don restated his previous comment that the window didn’t have to be seen through; it could give the appearance of a window on the outside.

If it appears to have windows, that satisfies the code.  Robert spoke of the bank in East Greenbush that has the false front for aesthetics.  It is a little more pleasing façade.  The building we approved for Dunkin Donuts, Ed noted, had fake windows in it in the upper level.  They are trying to dress it up and make it functional as well, Pat said, but this is one place where they don’t want windows.  She explained again why.  It is so minor, she feels, to put windows there.  They are sitting next to ugly buildings.  This is the same element we dealt with at Widewaters, Ed said.  It did not stop us, however, when dealing with them or with Kinderhook Tire.  Pat commented again; she is not trying to give the Board a hard time.  Ed asked the purpose of the six windows they are proposing; Pat replied, but Ed said she is not understanding where he is going with this.  Tim said we are trying to suggest she take them out; remove those and put two on the end.  Richard said those windows don’t meet Code.  Ed understands the applicant’s interior goal.  Don Kirsch asked if they have to meet State Code regarding egress; Pat Prendergast asked if they will be submitting stamped architectural plans on this?  Steve Cavagnaro replied that these are preliminary plans; once they have a better idea of what the Board wants, they will have their architect prepare the plans.  They are working with Rick Kilmer on this.  Don would like to see an estimate of the cost to do this.  Don Kirsch would like to know what NYS says about the egress.  Robert referenced the Code; page 81-79 4c.  He read from that page.  Pat asked if there were any other issues, other than the wall.  The Chairman asked if the North elevation was okay with everybody; the dimensions are on some of the pages, but they should put on all the others.  Someone didn’t finish what they started on the plans, Ed noted.  Robert asked for the roof pitch and the overhang dimensions.  Ed said it looks like they are planning to extend the roof out over the building; that’s a good idea.  He assumes it will be uniform all the way around.  Gerard asked for calculation on the glass.  Pat Prendergast mentioned the list of materials that will be on the final drawings.  The Chairman asked if there will be any other lighting other than at the main entrance; Steve said the courtyard is lit by existing fixtures.  They are just lighting over the top of the doorway.  Cheryl said it doesn’t say the type; it should be cut off.  You should not see the source of the light.  What is drawn there does not qualify, Ed said.  Gerard said they are allowed eyebrow windows below the roof peaks; they could put one up to break up the wall that way.  Ed mentioned roof vents also.  They would be above the living space and would not impact the students at all.  He spoke about doors with arched tops on old barns; that is done with paint.  There are a lot of tricks.  Pat Prendergast asked about the bathroom in the main building and the existing septic tank.  Steve has already run the conduit, he said.  He should show that on the plan.  Will the pump station be inside the building or outside; inside.  Pat asked him some questions about this.  There is only one bathroom.  Ed asked Don Kirsch if 3’ doors are large enough for handicap accessibility; yes.  The east end; Tim asked if the utilities are already plumbed in?  Steve said there is a 12’ conduit.  Tim suggested a way to keep everybody happy regarding the plans; swapping the location of the rooms since the dimensions are the same for the art room and the two classrooms.  Pat Prendergast said they can think about it.  The Public Hearing is next week.  Cheryl asked for a list of materials.  It is vinyl siding and a metal roof.  That is already on there.  Don suggested the checklist; these are the architectural details.  Pat Prendergast asked if we have to refer this to the County; Albert asked if the Town has an agreement with the County.  He advised the Secretary to contact Patrice Perry for a copy of that agreement and ask if we should send her a copy by fax.  The Secretary noted 

that we are still waiting for the letter from DOT from the first site plan on this.  The applicant never submitted the letter or the final fee, so those plans were never stamped.  Regarding the 

previously approved subdivision, that was never filed.  The original site plan did go to the County.  Some discussion occurred about the modification.  Cheryl asked they define the vegetation they are planning; Pat said she can do that on the plans.  Steve asked if the Board has decided yet what the fee is for the application; they have not.                 

OLD BUSINESS:

1.  Reclamation of RJ Valenti Gravel, Inc. – US Rte 9 – Pat was there recently, but it 

       doesn’t look like anybody has been in there for a long time.  They have until next May to 

       reclaim it.  A letter of inquiry regarding a schedule will be sent to them by Pat.  He also 

       went to Troy Sand and Gravel next door; they have about two years left there.  That was 

       a relatively small mine.  They seem to be running a pretty clean show in there.  He will 

       send the Board a letter on that. 

2.  Kinderhook Diner – US Rte 9 – The Chairman noted that we do not have an active 

       application on this.  Don Kirsch reported to us that the bollards have been taken care of.  

       Richard noted the new dumpster in there; Don has also seen that.  There have been many 

       revisions to the original site plan, Ed noted.  The members discussed the site.  Ed

       mentioned the new dumpster enclosure at Stewart’s; it looks like it complies with what we 

       requested.  Don Kirsch said he has not been there yet.  Ed said he is pretty sure that 

       Kinderhook Tire still has their dumpster.  At the west end of that building, he noted, on the 

       grass area, that has become a parking lot.  Pat said they don’t have enough parking there.  

       They are overrun.  

3.  First Niagara – US Rte 9 – Don Kirsch said he has not had a chance to write the letter 

       yet.  Ed said it is imperative that they realize they cannot put us off; Don replied that a 

       lot of things are imperative.  Code violations are way up there, Ed replied, but he is not 

       the one setting the priorities obviously.  Gerard asked if we should send a letter; that is 

       up to Code Enforcement, Albert replied.  Gerard said we could send a letter just asking if

       they plan to come in soon.  He suggested Albert write the letter.

4.  Merry Hill – Phase II – Rod & Gun Club Rd – At our last meeting, we went through 

       Part I of the EAF, Ed noted; there were a number of suggested changes.  The applicant 

       was present; he is in the process of gathering the information.  He sent letters to DEC 

       and the Columbia County Soil and Conservation Office.  He should have some of this 

       for next week; in ample time for the August meeting.  Pat asked if Anthony received a 

       copy of the letter, dated July l, 2005, that he sent to the Board regarding escrow.  

       Anthony deposited $500 in the fall sometime, but Pat said that is probably gone.  He has 

       more than $500 in this for this year.  Anthony wants an accounting; the Secretary 

       advised he contact the bookkeeper.  Pat is requesting he deposit $1000 at this time.  A 

       copy of Pat’s letter was given to Anthony.  He would like to just pay Pat directly, but the 

       Town requires it be paid through an escrow.  
 

NEW BUSINESS:   (none)   

ZBA OPINION:      

1. Carl Heiner – Hawley Rd, Niverville – area variance – This is a supplemental 

      application that supercedes his prior variance application.  The Chairman read from the 

      application.  The applicant is requesting three variances; one for lot coverage, one for 

      front yard setback and one for side yard setback.  They refreshed their memories about

      the previous request.  The lot is undersized.              

OTHER:
The Secretary told the members that two opinions were sent by her to the ZBA last month; after they were sent by the Secretary, the Planning Board Chairman also compiled two opinions, which he would like sent to the ZBA.  Therefore, there will be two sets of opinions from us going to the ZBA for Field Flowers and Gardinier.  They basically say the same thing, but the Secretary wrote the first ones and the Chairman wrote the second ones.  The Secretary was out sick and Ed had no way to check with her to see if this had been done in time for the meeting.  

Gerard made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 pm; Tim seconded the motion and unanimously the members agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Beaucage

Secretary
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