Town of Kinderhook
Planning Board Meeting Minutes

January 15, 2009
The monthly meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann at 7:06 pm, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:     Present
                                  Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman     Robert Cramer

                                  Tim Ooms, Ag. Member                            Cheryl Gilbert

                                  Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro                            James Egnasher

                                  Pat Prendergast, Engineer                           Don Kirsch, CEO

                                  Michael Kipp, Liaison                                Cheryl Gilbert 

                                                                                                       (@ 7:12 pm)

                                  Excused
                                  William Butcher 


APPROVE MINUTES:    December 18, 2008 - The Chairman asked for comments; there were none.  Therefore, Robert made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; Tim seconded the motion and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members agreed.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Minutes, dated 12/3/08, from Town Board Special Meeting.  (on file)

2. Resolution, dated 12/4/08, from ZBA Attorney, re:  Peter and Carlin Masterson.  (on file)

3. Minutes, dated 12/8/08, from Town Board Meeting.  (on file)

4. Email (copy) to Town Board, dated 1/6/09, from Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, re:  Planning Board selection.
5. Email (copy) to Barbara Beaucage, dated 1/15/09, from Doug McGivney, re:       

        meeting.
PUBLIC HEARING:
       7:10 pm – Richard and Marcia Anderson – 2383 and 2397 CR 21 – Two-lot 
                         subdivision/Lot-line adjustment – Zoning RC

The Secretary read the Public Hearing notice.  Richard and Marcia Anderson were present; Richard presented the proposed application.  He explained that after his mother-in-law, Norma Fleischer, died, they inherited her property, which adjoins theirs.  They are in the process of putting the land across the road into the Land Conservancy.  The first step is to get a survey; the piece that is left was subdivided many years ago.  When it was surveyed this time, their house is 10’ from the lot line.  Previously, this was not an issue, but now it is.  Now, they think it should be fixed; part of the land where they live, the part in front of their house, does not belong to them, but belongs to the original farm next door.  They have had the boundary re-drawn now to make it more than five acres to comply with the Code and their septic system, home and their garden will now be on their own property where they live.  The Chairman asked if anyone in the audience had any questions; no one did.  Tim made a motion to close the Hearing at 7:13 pm; Cheryl seconded the motion and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members agreed.  Gerard asked the members for questions; Cheryl clarified that this is now two separate parcels and Richard responded.  Robert asked what actually is going into the Conservancy.  Richard replied that it is a little over 100 acres; the entire parcel.  The Chairman thanked them on behalf of himself and the Town.  Marcia added that it is still in the process.  It has been approved, Richard said.  The Secretary noted that the acreage changes are to be made to the application and the EAF and the $25 final review fee is due.  Marc said that as long as the acreage change has been noted on the record, no changes have to be made to the application or the EAF; this is in the minutes and the Secretary had previously noted it on the application.  The correct acreage came from the Assessor’s records and the tax roll.  In that case, Marc added, it has been done.  The Chairman asked if there was a motion to approve the lot-line adjustment; Tim made the motion and James seconded it.  Unanimously, by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved.  Mrs. Anderson paid the $25 to the Secretary.  

OLD BUSINESS:
1. John and Bonnie Kroha – Conservation Subdivision – CR 28A – EAF being revised by surveyor – Nothing new has been received; no one was present.

2. DHN LLC – Site Plan – US Rte 9 – MHP Zone – 6 acres – Existing one-family residence and previously approved travel camper parking sites – Applying for additional over-night camper parking sites – Nothing new as of 1/15/09 – No one was present.

3. Reclamation of RJ Valenti mine – US Rte 9 – Pat reported that nothing is new with the mine.

4.     Greenfield Real Estate LLC – (Anthony Buono) – Two-lot subdivision – New 

        application and EAF due – No one was present. 

5.     Kunziker LLC – (a/k/a Whitney Fields – Bean Subdivision) – Rte 203 & 

        Garrigan Rd – Request to modify previously approved conservation subdivision; 

        remove sidewalks – No one attended meeting tonight.  Marc reported that he has 

        been in contact with Pioneer Savings regarding the letter of credit for the work 

        that has been done.  The Bank agreed to change the language to our satisfaction; 

        this letter of credit will automatically be reviewed annually for one-year periods 

        until we say it is okay and let it expire.  This will avoid problems as have risen in 

        some communities, Marc said.  Gerard asked if they should do a by-law or a 

        standard Code change to make that a standard practice when using a letter of 

        credit?  Marc said that gives more force in effect; he will put this on his list of 

        possible Code changes to be made.  Pat asked Marc if he made the changes Pat 

        suggested regarding test; Marc replied.  There are other things he wants to 

        include, Marc told Pat.  Pat said there were other things; he wanted the wording 

        changed to include engineering, legal, oversight.  All expenses that go along 

        with making it work; he wanted to avoid anything that might become legal.  

        Marc replied that he will look very specifically at it and will get back to Pat.

        They have been very co-operative, Marc added.  The only other issue with the

        Planning Board, he noted, was to remove the sidewalks.  He asked if we had

        received official notice that they are the new owners; the Assessor has met

        with Nicki Hart and that has finally been filed and we should have that within

        the next week or so from the County Clerk.  Robert feels that we should reserve 

        a decision on that until the project is completed; there are currently only four 

        homeowners there today out of the sixteen homes that were approved, the 

        Chairman said.  This change seems a little premature, Robert added.  We should 

        have a majority of the homeowners; we are protecting all sixteen, Gerard said.  

        Robert asked if there is anything in the Code about maintenance of the sidewalks 

        or snow removal?  That is handled through their homeowner’s association, 

        James replied.  There was a brief discussion about what would happen if the 

        Town took the road over.  Don asked if he could issue permits once the letter of

        credit is in place; yes, Gerard replied.  Marc is going to review the approved file

        again, he said.  Cheryl asked for clarification; did we subdivide the orchard off 

        or put restrictions on it; Gerard told her to read what we said.  We were 

        particularly clear about the conservation subdivision concept because of the 

        orchard, he noted.  Do they have to operate it as an orchard; no.  Can they go in 

        and clear cut it; probably not, the Chairman added.  Agricultural and orchard use 

        are the same in the Comprehensive Plan.  The first question the bank had asked 

        Gerard was how many houses can be built on the preserved lot; only one, he told 

        them.  James asked about a re-siting of the septic system; Pat said that has been

        resolved.

NEW BUSINESS:    (none)

ZBA OPINION:     (none)

OTHER:
1. Liaison to Village Planning Boards – Cheryl said she did not attend any of the 

        meetings because of the holidays.

2. Co-Chairman, 9/9H Corridor Committee – Robert met on Wednesday; they 

         are moving forward.  They are just waiting for Doug to sign the Project 

         Management Plan.  Hopefully, he will merge his meetings with Peter Bujanow’s 

         committee.  

3. Liaison(s) to Town Board – Mary said she did not realize the meeting started at 6:00 pm; it was done by 6:50, Robert added.  Mary missed the meeting.

4. Comprehensive Plan Committee – Gerard had nothing to report.

5. PB Liaison – Michael Kipp said he had nothing to report.  He thanked Marc for clarifying some things previously for him.  He commented on how wonderful

it was that the Andersons were putting their land into the Conservancy.  He

asked if we ever had given a commendation to anyone for doing this; there was a brief discussion.

6. Revised Code Suggestion Committee – Marc said that he needs to convene a meeting; this was talked about before, establishing a Code Committee.  They have to get that together.  James asked if they have selected any members for that; the Town Board will do that, Marc replied.

7. Public comments – none

      Robert asked Michael if they are making any progress at filling our vacancies; they 

      are waiting another month for new applications, Michael replied.  The Chairman 

      noted that William has been appointed to the position of regular member.                   

      At 7:35 pm, Tim made a motion to adjourn; Robert seconded it and unanimously, the

      members agreed.

      Respectfully submitted,

      Barbara A. Beaucage

      Secretary
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