Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Meeting Minutes

May 21, 2009

The workshop meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, on May 21, 2009, at 7:06 pm, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:  Present
                               Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman        Robert Cramer                                  

                               Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro                              Cheryl Gilbert 
                                              

                               Pat Prendergast, Engineer                             Marc Gerstman, Attorney          

                               Jake Samascott, Alternate                             Michael Kipp, Liaison

                               Excused

                               William Butcher                                            Derick LaTorre, Alternate                                            

                               James Egnasher                                             Edward Harsen, Alternate                          

                               Absent                                                  

                               Tim Ooms, Ag. Member

APPROVE MINUTES:     April 9 and 16, 2009 – The Chairman asked if there were any additions, deletions, corrections, etc.; there were none.  Robert made a motion to accept them; Cheryl seconded it and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the minutes were approved

CORRESPONDENCE:
1.  Memorandum (copy) to Bill Better, dated 4/21/09, from Barbara A. Beaucage, re:  

     ZBA clarification.
2.  Letter (copy) to Anthony Buono, dated 4/27/09, from Barbara A. Beaucage, re:  

     outstanding application for subdivision.

3.  Letter (copy) to Paul Freeman, dated 5/8/09, from Lansing Engineering, PC, re: DHN.
     (distributed to members on 5/14/09)
4.  Letter (copy) to Michael DeRuzzio, PE, dated 5/8/09, from Lansing Engineering, PC, 

     re: DHN.  (distributed to members on 5/14/09)

No correspondence items were addressed at this time.

PUBLIC HEARING:       (none)

OLD BUSINESS:
1.           DHN Realty LLC – Site Plan – US Rte 9 – MHP Zone – 6 acres – Existing one-

              family residence, existing two-family residence and previously approved travel 

              camper parking sites – Applying for additional over-night camper parking sites – 
              New plats received on 5/12/09 – Paul Freeman represented the applicant.  Paul

              gave the list of issues that were addressed to the engineer; the engineer 

              submitted the two comment letters included with tonight’s agenda.  Paul read

              through those letters; they fixed the scale, water and sewer facilities for the two

              existing residences were included, the two existing light poles were identified. 

              There are two existing yard lights; the proposed plan does not included any

              additional.  He showed the members where the two arrow directions were 

              located.  Pat clarified that they are not going to be painted on the ground, they

              are more for us to look at now; Paul said Pat was correct.  They have showed

              the dimensions of the road, Paul said; regarding the handicap accessible issue,    

              they could find nothing mandated for an RV park.  In the letter, it says that if

              it is necessary, we will adopt lot one, if there is something that exists.  Don said

              he could not find anything.  They have showed the depth of the water retention 

              pond; it is on the last page.  It shows on of the issues, which was the aquatic 

              bench; also fencing and the proposed split-rail fence.  There is one existing sign

              located on the front; they are not proposing any new signs.  Pat previously 

              requested that the storm water pond liner be removed in all locations.  Marc 

              added that Don has looked over the plans and has commented; he also had some

              questions.  Marc read through those; one of the conditions previously discussed

              was paving the driveway for 30’ off Route 9.  Previously Paul told the Board

              that the driveway was paved; that was his error.  James asked the Secretary to

              express his opinion to the Board; he feels that should be 50’.  30’ with some 

              paved radius to get in and out, Pat added.  One driveway is good, but not the 

              other one, he said.  The location of the septic tanks for both houses should be

              shown, Marc said.  They actually are, Paul replied; they are tied into that system.

              The members and Paul reviewed the supplemental sheet submitted last week.

               Marc asked Don if he saw the sheet; no.  The distance from the property line to

               the existing septic for the nine spots; Don asked how many feet the RV park is

               away from the property line; the septic here only has to be n10’, Pat replied.  It

               should be easy to put a figure on the plat, Don said; Paul will have it labeled.

               Regarding the gazebo and the turning radius, with a 35’ trailer, Don had 

               concern.  Marc said this could be a problem.  They used the State regulations for 

               fire truck turn around, Paul said; they built it to that.  Marc asked Pat if he had

               that information; Pat explained why he thought this was fine.  Mike said the

               chances are that the trailers won’t be going around that anyway.  It is almost as

               big as our roundabout, Robert added.  Pat thinks it will work out all right.  Marc

               asked if the engineers have done the calculations; could they share them with

               Pat?  Yes, Paul replied; he will do that.  The well distance from the two existing

               septic systems to the mobile home park; Pat replied that he didn’t get too heavy

               in to the review of the septic and the water because the Health Department will.  

               Robert was measuring; 180’ on both.  Cheryl asked if they could show them; 

              Paul made a note to do that.  There should be an easement on the existing septic 

              for the existing travel trailer lot; that has been mentioned to Matt.  Don note

              there are existing wetlands on the west side of that property; it should be shown

              if it is within 100’.  Marc agreed; Paul asked Don where he found that out.  It is

              on the map, Don replied; he showed Paul where on the map.  It is on the west

              side; along what is proposed.  The members reviewed the map; unless it is 

              within 150’, it should not be on there, Robert said.  The wetlands have been 

              reviewed, Marc said, but he is not sure that needs to be shown; at least we have 

              reviewed it if someone asks.  Egress over the mobile home park from the travel

              lot; we are talking about an easement if there is a sale, Marc said.  Paul will take

              care of that, he said.  The size of the water lines and the travel trailer pads; the

              pads are down, Paul answered.  The size of the water lines have been submitted

              to the Health Department; the whole water system issue has been examined by

              them.  Paul will get a letter from the Health Department; they have addressed

              the septic.  The water needs to be addressed; he will get us the letter.  Marc 

              said everyone had a chance to look at the EAF already; he asked the members if 

              felt they had enough information to give the public adequate opportunity to 

              review what the project is?  He explained the options that the Board had at this

              time; Marc read from the Health Department letter regarding the well and 

              septics.  Paul mentioned the main issue raised by them in their letter.  Pat told

              Paul they could staple animal fence to the split-rail; it would make the pond a lot 

              safer sitting next to the cul de sac.  Robert agreed; it is consistent with what we 

              did with Widewaters.  From 30’ away, Gerard said, you can’t even see it.  

              Cheryl felt that would be a good deterrent.  Marc told Paul that they should talk

              about the conditions; he would like them to get together at some point.  Paul

              could draft something up; a resolution.  This has already been reviewed by the

              County.  A negative declaration was issued on this project on 9/18/08; were 

              there any modifications since that date that would change the opinion regarding 

              a negative environmental impact; no.  The outstanding issues are the drafts of the

              easements and some other minor items, Marc noted.  The Chairman asked Paul 

              if he will have those things ready by the Public Hearing; Paul replied, yes.  

              Robert, therefore, made a motion that the project is complete as presented with 

              the responses regarding the open issues; the easements, etc.  Paul will have 

              everything back within the month.  Mary seconded the motion and unanimously,

              by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members agreed.  Robert made a motion

              to set this for a Public Hearing at 7:10 pm on June 18th; Mary seconded the 

              motion and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members

              agreed.  

2.           Reclamation of RJ Valenti mine – US Rte 9 – Pat said there is nothing new.             
NEW BUSINESS:       (none)

ZBA OPINION:      (none)

OTHER:
1.     Liaison to Village Planning Board – There is nothing new since last week.

2.     9/9H Corridor and Comprehensive Plan Review Committees – Nothing.  

3.     Liaison to Town Board – Nothing.

4.     PB Liaison – Mike spoke about the public information meeting on trails that was 

        held.  He felt there would be more opposition than there was.  He feels it is a 

        negotiable situation.  They will address each issue.  He hopes to get more input

        from people who are on the trail system; they are hoping for more ideas.  Gerard

        spoke about other counties who could like into this system.  Robert said the 

        committee did a very nice job; it was simple and easy to understand.    

5.     Revised Code Suggestion Committee – Marc said there is a meeting next Thursday 

        night; they continue working on several amendments.  An easy one is the Planning

        Board quorum; another one has to do with financial security for site plan and 

        subdivision reviews.  He referred to Town Law Section 277.  We have to look at 

        that.  They are still working on the State Building Code.  Some of the State’s current 

        emergency plans that they are working on may impact that, so Marc will call them 

        about that.  Lastly, accessory apartments, which may or may not be a priority; a

        couple have been added by the Town Board to consider; the weight limit for Novak

        Road and Rod & Gun Club Road.  He may need something from John Ruchel on

        that.  Idling of trains will be pre-empted.  

6.     Public Comments - none

Don mentioned that he spoke with Jason Shaw; there is one parcel in the Village of Valatie that straddles the Town line.  They are planning to develop the parcel inValatie

and wanted to know if it has to be subdivided from the Town.  Don referred it to Marc; he asked Jason to contact Marc.  Marc found nothing in the Town Code that said there is a

natural subdivision by virtue of a Town border; this is the same thing as Mitchison.  There are potential impacts to the Town; there should be a subdivision process.  The

parcel in the Town of Kinderhook can only be accessed through the Village.  Marc 

suggested to Jason that he put an application in; if he disagrees with the interpretation, he can put in an appeal to the ZBA.  The reason this is an issue is because it is probably a Type I action; a coordinated environmental review should have taken place under SEQR.

This Planning Board is an involved agency for that project.  Is there a real reason; is it one tax parcel, Cheryl asked?  Yes, Marc replied, it is.   

At 7:45 pm, Robert made a motion to adjourn; Cheryl seconded the motion and the members agreed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Beaucage

Secretary            
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