Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Meeting Minutes

July 16, 2009

The monthly meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, on July 16, 2009, at 7:15 pm, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:    Present
                                 Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman     Robert Cramer

                                 Tim Ooms, Ag. Member                            Cheryl Gilbert

                                 Pat Prendergast, Engineer                           Marc Gerstman, Attorney

                                 Jake Samascott, Alternate                          Michael Kipp, Liaison

                                 Don Kirsch, CEO

                                 Excused                                                      Absent
                                 Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro                            William Butcher

                                 James Egnasher                                           Derick LaTorre, Alternate                

                                                                                                      Edward Harsen, Alternate

Jake Samascott, Alternate, will be voting at this meeting per Chairman.

APPROVE MINUTES:  June 11 and 18, 2009 – The Chairman asked for a motion to approve the minutes; Robert made the motion and Tim seconded it.  Unanimously, by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved the minutes as submitted.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Minutes, dated 6/8/09, from Town Board Meeting.  (on file)

2. Letter (copy) to William Better, dated 6/25/09, from Barbara A. Beaucage, re:  conditional approval of apartment.
3. Letter (copy) to Dennis Wedlick, dated 7/7/09, from Don Kirsch, re:  Seventh 

        Day Adventist Project, Rte. 9.  (previously distributed to PB on 7/9/09)

4. Email, dated 7/9/09, from Patrice Perry, re:  Land Use Training Session.  

        (previously distributed to PB on 7/9/09)

5. Letter (copy) to Douglas McGivney, dated 7/10/09, from Ronald DeVito, re:  

        Proposed Senior Housing and Care Complex.

No correspondence was discussed at this time.

PUBLIC HEARING:      (none)

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Reclamation of RJ Valenti mine – US Rte 9 – Pat said nothing is new on this.

2. John and Bonnie Kroha – (for Susan Losee) – 44.-l-3.100 – CR 28A – 

        Conservation Subdivision – We have not received anything new on this.

3. DHN Realty LLC – Site Plan – US Rte 9 – 12.-1-21 – Conditions, plats and 

        easements – Paul Freeman was present.  Copies of the proposed resolution was

        previously submitted; we went through the list of conditions last time, he said.

        Marc has seen the resolution and Paul has adopted Marc’s edits;  Paul only added 

        one thing to it, based on their conversation, the approval is being given 

        contingent on the DOT written approval for the northern entrance.  The plans 

        have already been submitted to DOT and they are now waiting for a response.  

        Marc noted that there is one typo; #1 on page 2, “Operation of the Trailer 

        Camp/Recreational Vehicle Park is limited to from April 1 through November 

        1”.  The word “from” will be removed and Paul will initial that.  Marc advised 

        the members of what follows; first they must close the Public Hearing.  Paul did

        not have an opportunity to pick up the plans signed by the engineer; he will drop

        those off.  They are ready.  Marc said they can approve the resolution and 

        approve the Chairman to sign that.  Marc asked if the date on the plans has 

        changed; no.  The Chairman asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing; Tim

        made the motion and Jake seconded it.  Unanimously, by a show of hands and an

        aye vote, the members voted in agreement.  The Chairman asked if there were 

        comments or questions regarding the application; there were none.  Tim made a

        motion to approve the application contingent upon the applicant securing written

        approval from DOT with regard to the north entrance.  Also, the motion includes

        the Board adoption of the resolution before us; authorization is given for the 

        Chairman to sign the maps once the final ones are submitted.  Robert seconded 

        the motion and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members 

        agreed.  The date on the revised final plats is 5/27/09, Paul said.  $25 is now due

        for the final project review.  Paul said he will email the Chairman when he drops

        the final plans off, since the Secretary will be away on vacation.

4. Masterson’s Accessory Apt. approval – Wagon Wheel Rd. – The Chairman

took the plans with him to be stamped/signed.  The $50 application fee was never paid; it is due.  The dimensions are on the plan according to Gerard.

5. Marcia Anderson – Revised property line adjustment – CR 21 – We are holding

on this until Peter VanAlstyne can explain it to us.  He is not here tonight.

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Mark Cebula and Margaret Zollo – 13.-1-31.200 – 10 Hidden Acres Rd., AR 

        Zone – Proposed three-lot subdivision – (SEQRA not received as of 7/13/09) – 

        No one was present tonight.

2. Greater NY Corp. of Seventh Day Adventists – 23.-1-9.121 – 10.10 acres – 

        Proposed Site Plan – R2 Zone – Application fee ($350) and completed SEQRA 

        document were submitted to Secretary this evening.  Father Steven s, Dennis

        Wedlick and Mark Bailey were present.  This application needs to be 

        referred to the County Planning Board; the checklist was used for the review.

        The project is located south of Mountain View Road; it is a ten-acre parcel.

        They are dealing primarily with two acres; the only use will be as a Church.

        It will be 5500SF; it is in the R2 district where a church is a permitted use.  

        All setbacks have been met; parking will be one spot per six seats.  There are

        34 parking stalls, but at the present time, there are 70 people in the congregation.

        They met with Joe Visconti and verbally discussed the project; they have also

        met with the Columbia County Health Department regarding the septic system.

        It is supplied water through a public water supply; there are no wetlands on the

        property and no endangered species that they are aware of.  Pat discussed some

        things with them regarding test pits; there are numerous test pits on the site.  It

        is a very high perk.  Gerard asked if they are planning a basement; they are 

        considering a full basement.  They are in an Ag. District; the Secretary gave them

        an Ag. Data form to be completed.  Gerard mentioned fireproofing; sprinklers.    

        This is a Type I action; two acres will be disturbed.  Less than 25%; Pat spoke

        about the location of the parking in the back.  They feel this gives more of an

        agricultural look to the property.  Cheryl said it is nice to see the parking in the

        back.  They can address a lot of the architecture next month.  Discussion

        continued about various issues; primarily the engineer and Pat spoke.  The 

        Chairman advised them about notifying the adjoining neighbors about the

        project; generally there is a coordinated review, Marc noted.  They have to get

        DOT approval for the curb cut.  With an unlisted action, we don’t generally

        require coordinated review.  They will notify the neighbors; they were referred

        to the letter they can use in the Code.  Marc asked the members to look at the 

        EAF between now and next month’s workshop.  Regarding architecture, the

        engineer asked how the Board handles that review.  Gerard explained; on large

        projects, we deal with it as we go through the process.  This will go to the County

        Planning Board for a referral.  Pat asked if they will get a SPDES permit for the

        septic; yes.  The County will review it; Pat asked some questions.  They initially

        met with the County already.  Gerard would like to hold up on the environmental

        review tonight, since the members just received it tonight.  Marc advised the 

        Board of specific things they might look at; traffic levels.  The traffic levels are

        included; lighting impact, traffic, etc.  Marc explained how the Board deals with

        determining completeness of the application.  The engineer asked for some

        clarifications.  Pat spoke to him about water.  They have to do a pump test at

        some point, Marc added.  Pat reported on his site visit; he made some suggestions

        since the property is so flat.  He was interested in helping to prevent problems for

        them in the future.  Marc asked Don about some of his concerns; he will address

        those.  The deep test pit has been done; the escrow has not been addressed yet.

        Marc summarized the issues; traffic, lighting, the pump test and the timing of the 

        Department of Health public water supply permit.  The Building Inspector will

        check the sprinkler system, drainage issues in the Code.  Pat said it must be 

        properly drained; the engineer responded about what he had found in the Code.  

        The members kept the submissions they received from the applicant tonight; to

        review before the August workshop.  

ZBA OPINION:     (none)        

OTHER:
1. Liaison to Village Planning Boards – Cheryl reported that at the County 

        meeting they reviewed a comprehensive plan put together by Ghent; Patrice 

        thought it was the best she had ever seen.  It is on their website.  The County

        has not reviewed a lot of projects lately, but they are reviewing a lot of 

        comprehensive plans these days.  Gerard spoke with her about the digitization

        of real property tax maps; it would be a great advantage to Kinderhook if they

        used us as a guinea pig.  They need a formal request; our Town Board might

        consider that.  He explained some of the benefits of such a project.  The County

        is moving forward on GIS mapping.  It would be helpful to the 9/9H study.

        Cheryl will mention it to Patrice; Robert jumped in on this topic.  At their 

        meeting last night, their DOT rep. was present.  In preparation for GIS, they

        would like the County involved for the licensing aspect; Robert met with Doug.

        He spoke with Suzette today about it.  She has been in contact also with the DOT

        rep.  We have a common denominator, Robert feels.  Doug will make them know

        how important this is; it affects the whole corridor study.  It sounds like they are

        interested.  He spoke about what needs to be done; closing the polygon.  It will 

        be perfect for their planning, Robert added.  Gerard said that most of the State 

        has already done this; he mentioned the numerous benefits.  This is being 

        addressed on the County level currently according to the Assessor.

2. 9/9H Corridor and Comprehensive Plan Review Committees – (see above 

report from Robert.)

3. Liaison to Town Board – Mary was excused.

     4.     PB Liaison – Michael Kipp said that the approval for the quorum did not happen.

             Marc said it will be scheduled for a Public Hearing at the next Town Board

             meeting.  There was a technical error.

     5.     Revised Code Suggestion Committee – Marc reported that the Building 

             Inspector has put together a list of Code changes; the changes in the State 

             Building Code.

             The Chairman noted the data collection results spreadsheet compiled by the

             Assessor and distributed to the members; this is a list of all potential conservation

             subdivisions.   Michael did not receive the emailed copy; a hard copy was put in

             his mailbox.  He would like her to send all emails to both of his addresses.  At the

             meeting last night, he mentioned the spreadsheet information, which he told the

             County that we could share with them.  This will allow them to connect 

             conserved areas.  He explained.  Robert said he can see how GIS will help with

             this.  GIS will be a huge tool.  There are 20,000+ acres in the Town.  

6. Holk Subdivision – Marc will call the Village of Valatie.  Cheryl said that he

was approved for 108 lots; Tim thought it was 89.  

7. Public Comments – none

The Chairman polled the members to see if they are going to be available to attend the August workshop; he will be on vacation and wants to be sure that we will have a quorum.  Cheryl will not be at the workshop in August He asked the Secretary to email each member before the meeting to see if they will be attending.  

He asked if anyone will have time to visit the Cebula site; he will email the members about that.

At 8:11 pm, Tim made a motion to adjourn; Robert seconded the motion and unanimously the members agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Beaucage

Secretary                                
