Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Meeting Minutes

December 17, 2009


The monthly meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman 

Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, on December 17, 2009, at 7:00 pm, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary. 

ROLL CALL:     Present
                                Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman     Tim Ooms, Ag. Member

                                Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro                            Robert Cramer                                             

                                Cheryl Gilbert                                             William Butcher

                                Marc Gerstman, Attorney                            Don Kirsch, CEO

                                Jake Samascott, Alternate                            Edward Harsen, Alternate

                                Excused:    Pat Prendergast, Engineer and James Egnasher 

APPROVE MINUTES:       November 12 and 19, 2009 – The Chairman asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes; Tim made the motion to approve them as submitted and Edward seconded the motion.  Unanimously, by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:      (none)

One piece of correspondence was received by Marc via fax from Mr. Grattan; he gave that to the Secretary to copy and distribute to the members for the next meeting.  This has to do with Concordia Senior Housing and Care Project.  They are suggesting the annexation of this property into the Village might be appropriate.  Since Marc was the only one copied on this letter, he felt it would be appropriate for the Planning Board to have a copy of it.  

Marc and Don Kirsch met with Mr. Slovak and his attorney today to attempt to find some common ground to figure out what resolution there might be for this long-standing dispute.  The suggestion was made that he would very much like to have site plan approval for an unspecified business associated with the auto transport, truck repair or heavy-equipment repair or contractors yard.  He is willing to some things on his property to improve the aesthetics; he seems willing to cooperate.  That could take place in 2010.  They suggested he come to the Planning Board workshop with some proposals as to an approach toward eliminating what some see as eyesores on his property; he will likely take them up on that suggestion, Marc said.  He suggested Mr. Slovak entertain an application and see what kind of accommodations he is willing to make.  Marc commented on the aerials that were done by Glenn Smith of the property; it was used for a very extensive storage of personal items.  Robert asked Marc if there is a record of this that would be available to the Planning Board for future information.  Don replied that there is a previous site plan; he had site plan approval for one use.  Marc suggested to Mr. Oliver that he bring that back to the Planning Board; Mr. Oliver is Mr. Slovak’s attorney.   Marc reminded the members of the appeal decision by the Supreme Court on this property; that the auto transport business was not a pre-existing non-conforming use.  He needed a site plan for that.  He appealed that judgment.  Marc’s office is preparing a response before December 31st; that will be

argued sometime in February and decided within 60 days after that.  At this point, he is required to get site plan approval for the auto transport business.  This will require a lot of work, Marc added; Mr. Slovak is willing to work with the Board.  Gerard noted that the original suit did not involve the Planning Board; it was the Town Board.  There are no charges currently, Marc added; he has gotten an adjournment of contemplation dismissal.  If there are no new charges filed before April, those old charges, pre-2002 violations will be dismissed.  It is better to try and work it out if possible, he said.  Don said he needs a Planning Board application, SEQRA and a list of everything he has today.  Robert asked about evaluating potential contaminations at the site; Marc said a full SEQRA would need to be done.  The Chairman mentioned one other site in Town with potential contamination.     

PUBLIC HEARING:       (none) 

OLD BUSINESS:
1. John and Bonnie Kroha – (for Susan Losee) – 44.-1-3.100 -CR 28A – Conservation Subdivision – (Peter VanAlstyne) – No one was present tonight.  No new materials  received as of today, the Chairman noted.

NEW BUSINESS:     (none)

ZBA OPINION:      (none)

OTHER:
1.    Liaison to Village Planning Boards – Cheryl had no report. 

2.    9/9H Corridor and Comprehensive Plan Review Committees – Robert said nothing is 

                 new.

3.    Liaison to Town Board – Mary reported that Chris Simonsen  was appointed as the new 

        Planning Board alternate.  He was present tonight.  The Public Hearing on outdoor 

        wood-burning furnaces was scheduled for l/11/20l0.  

   4.     Public comments – none 
At 7:13 pm, the Chairman asked for a motion to adjourn; Tim made the motion and Edward seconded it.  Unanimously, the members voted in agreement.

Respectfully submitted,

         Barbara A. Beaucage

Secretary
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