Town of Kinderhook
Planning Board Workshop
February 9, 2012

Approved

MINUTES
The Workshop Meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was held on Thursday, February 9, 2011 beginning at 7:05pm at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY with Chairman Robert Cramer presiding. The meeting was called to order by the Chairman and the Roll was taken by the Secretary.

A. Call Roll

Present:






Excused:
Robert Cramer, Chairman 




Jake Samascott
Andy Howard, Attorney




Dale Berlin

Patrick Prendergast, Engineer 



Cheryl Gilbert
Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro





William Butcher

Chris Simonsen 





Absent:
Daniel Weiller







Nataly Dee, Secretary





None

B. Correspondence

1. Review of Minutes: 

January 12, 2012 - Workshop


January 19, 2012 – Meeting
Minutes are available for review and comments and ready for approval next week.
2. Tierra Farms: Will be discussed later when the representative addresses the Board.
3. Building Department: Will be held until New Business is addressed.
C. Old Business

1. Audra Macfarlane - In Home Business: Public Hearing scheduled for February 16, 2012 at 7:05pm.
2. Debye-Saxinger - Two Lot Subdivision:
Mr. Quackenbush, representative of the applicants, addressed the Board with some questions. He was seeking some clarification on the Conservation Subdivision before going forward with the project. He asked whether the conserved area has to be contiguous. The answer from the Board was that that has been done before. Mr. Howard added that there is a measure of flexibility in analyzing where the proposed conservation areas are located. The Board has to review the design criteria for each individual application. It was advised by the Board that the applicant show any future potential lots. Mr. Quackenbush inquired whether the applicant would be able to build another home on the property without subdividing. The Board felt that scenario may be potentially feasible. 
3. Tierra Farms - Use Variance:

Ed Tuczynski, representative for the applicant, addressed the Board. Mr. Cramer read aloud the letter dated 2/3/2012 received by the Zoning Board of Appeals from Tierra Farms. The letter clearly stipulated the intended use of the building as a break room for workers, and that it would not be used in a residential capacity and there would not be overnight stays. A note to that effect will be added to the Site Plan. Prior Site Plans were reviewed by the Board. The structure on the plans listed as a barn has been enclosed and should be reflected on the Site Plan. The Code does not currently address the issue of Solar Panels. The Building Department will be requested to visit the site.  Mr. Tuczynski will withdraw the application before the ZBA. 
4. Bean Lane - Dedication of road to the Town from Whitney Fields: There is nothing new to report on this project. 
5. Tom Hall - Trailer Park:  There is nothing new to report on this project. 
D. New Business

1. NYSERDA Grants Projects for the Blue Spruce Motel and the Berry Farm presented by Terry Moag from The Radiant Store:
Mr. Moag introduced himself to the Board, described his background, education, and nature of the work his company does. Mr. Moag provided details about current solar technologies and options available. He explained the projects he would like to undertake in the Town of Kinderhook at Blue Spruce Motel and the Berry Farm. NYSERDA is making funds available to these local businesses to make the projects possible. However, there is very small window of opportunity to undertake and complete the work.
The Planning Board has to make a determination if the solar panel structures are worthy of site plan review. There are no specific codes addressing solar panels. It was determined that due to the agricultural status of the Berry Farm they would not require a site plan review, but instead the applicant could proceed directly to the Building Department for a permit. Blue Spruce is located in a commercial zone and as such requires more consideration and site plan review. 
It was suggested that the Board could make a motion next week to turn the March 8, 2012 workshop meeting into a regular voting meeting at which they could also hold a Public Hearing on the Blue Spruce matter. The applicant was asked to submit a site plan application at next week’s meeting showing the actual proposed locations of the solar arrays. 
2. Appeal of Car Quest Certificate of Occupancy:

Mr. Howard outlined for the Board the issues surrounding the appeal before the Zoning Board of Appeals filed by Mr. Simonsen. Mr. Howard reviewed the legal cases he had cited for the ZBA and the process for such an action. Additionally, he said the ZBA needs to decide whether they have jurisdictional ground to hear the appeal. If they decide they do, then a Public Hearing will be held. 
3. Town Website presentation by Peter Bujanow: 
Peter Bujanow presented ideas for the redesign of the Town’s website. The website is facilitated by Virtual Towns & Schools and he has been working with them to update the content and format. As part of his presentation, Mr. Bujanow sought input from the Board as to what they thought should be included on the Planning Board’s page. He asked for input on forms, applications, processes, FAQ’s, and anything else that residents of the town may find helpful. Submissions can be submitted to Mr. Bujanow or the secretary.  
4. JCS Prosperities Pat Cavagnaro - Sign relocation:

Ms. Cavagnaro addressed the Board. JCS Prosperities would like to separate the church signs from school signs that currently share space on one sign on the property. They would like to erect another sign at the south entrance to the property and relocate the church sign to that location. Ms. Cavagnaro inquired as to whether that modification would require a site plan review. The property is in a B1 district and according to the Code three signs are allowable in a non-residential district. The size of the proposed sign in the rendering presented by Ms. Cavagnaro was questioned, and the regulation dimensions were referenced. The Board decided that Ms. Cavagnaro could proceed directly to the Building Department for a permit. The drawings presented at the meeting will be added to the property’s file to reflect the changes. 
E. ZBA Opinion

F. Liaisons

1. Village Planning Boards: Nothing to report
2. Town Board: Nothing to report
3. Comprehensive Plan Review Committee – More progress made. Mr. Cramer had some questions for Mr. Grattan, who was in attendance. They agreed to meet at another time. There were also questions about an extension. Mr. Grattan will write a letter for extension until September, 2012.
4. NYSEG Project: Nothing to report
G. Other

1. Public Comment: None
Meeting adjourned at 8:55pm
Respectfully submitted,

Nataly Dee
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