Town of Kinderhook
Planning Board Meeting
March 15, 2012

Approved

AGENDA

The Meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was held on Thursday, March 15, 2012 beginning at 7:04pm at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY with Chairman Robert Cramer presiding. The meeting was called to order by the Chairman and the Roll was taken by the Secretary.

A. Call Roll

Present:






Excused:
Robert Cramer, Chairman 



Cheryl Gilbert

Patrick Prendergast, Engineer 



William Butcher
Andy Howard, Attorney 

Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro





Jake Samascott

Dale Berlin
Dan Weiller 
Chris Simonsen





Absent:
Nataly Dee, Secretary




None

B. Correspondence

1. Review of Minutes: 

February 9, 2012 - Workshop


February 16, 2012 – Meeting
A Motion was made to approve the minutes listed above by Ms. Keegan-Cavagnaro. Motion seconded by Mr. Berlin. All in favor by a show of hands. Motion carried unanimously. Minutes approved.
C. Public Hearings
None
D. Old Business

1. Marcel St. Onge – Site Plan Review for conversion of retail space on Herrick Road to Apartments intended for Senior Citizens.
Revised and updated site plans were distributed, and the applicant addressed the Board. The information the Board requested be included on the site plans was reviewed. 
Mr. Predergast and Mr. St Onge discussed the septic system which needs further review. The applicant indicated that the property has 8ft diameter drywells, 8ft down. Mr. Prendergast will do a site visit to look at them. He felt that the three drywells will handle the flow if they are in good shape.

Due to the proximity of the property to Route 9, the plans will be sent to County Planning Board for review. 
A Motion to set a Public Hearing for April 19, 2012 at 7:05pm was made by Mr. Cramer. Motion seconded by Mr. Weiller. All in favor by show of hands. Motion carried. 
2. Stephen Williams - Application for In-Home Occupation:
The issue of the nature of Mr. Williams proposed business, gun-smithing, not being specifically listed in Section 250-19 of the Code dealing with permitted Uses was addressed. The applicant can petition the Town Board to have a specific business added through an amendment to the Code. Alternately, the applicant can apply for a Use Variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals, which is a difficult process to undertake. The Planning Board can make a favorable recommendation on behalf of the applicant to the Town Board in an effort to amend the law and allow the specific use. Input was sought from the members of the board on the matter. As no one had a negative opinion of the matter, the Chairman volunteered to write a letter to the Town Board. It was recommended that the applicant attend the next Town Board meeting. Suggested language of an amendment might include, “retail sales and non-automotive service and repair (includes any mechanism containing an internal combustion engine). The Board discussed focusing this request of amendment to address this applicant’s specific business, and suggested that the Codes Committee further review this section of the code to address additional issues that may arise in the future.  In considering these issues, the Board did not wish to delay the process for approval for this particular applicant. Further review by the Code Committee was recommended. The time frame of the process of putting this request before the Town Board was discussed. The applicant will also write a letter to the Town Board.
A motion to write a letter to the Town Board in support of Steve Williams’ In-Home Occupation was made by Mr. Berlin. Motion seconded by Ms. Cavagnaro. All in favor by a show of hands. Motion carried.  
3. Debye-Saxinger - Two Lot Subdivision: No one representing this application was in attendance.
4. Tierra Farms - Site Plan Review: Mr. Cramer received a call from Mr. Kirsch to look at newly submitted plans from the applicant. Action still pending.  
5. Bean Lane - Dedication of road to the Town from Whitney Fields: No one representing this project was in attendance.
6. Tom Hall - Trailer Park: No one representing this project was in attendance.
E. New Business
Blue Spruce Motel – Mr. Cramer was contacted in regard to the motel. They want to repair the units damaged by the recent fire. If they intend to replace the units exactly as they were, do they need to appear before the Planning Board? The code stipulates that if 50% or less is being renovated or restored then the non-conforming nature of the use of the building continues. It is the opinion of the Planning Board that the property owner may deal directly with the Building Department. 

F. ZBA Opinions
None

G. Liaisons

1. Village Planning Boards: Ms. Gilbert was excused from tonight’s meeting. 
2. Town Board: Two representatives from the Planning Board, Chris Simonsen and Dale Berlin, have been recommended by the Town Board for the GIS. Guy Rivenburgh, newly appointed alternate member of the Planning Board, introduced himself to the Board. He was welcomed by the Board. Patsy Leader’s Neighborhood Watch Meeting at Barnwell on March 29.  
3. Comprehensive Plan Review Committee: Meeting cancelled. 
4. NYSEG Project: Mr. Weiller mentioned that there has been a “call to action” by residents affected by the potential project. An informal discussion of the unidentified project ensued. 
H. Other
Public Comment: None
A Motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Cramer. Motion seconded by Mr. Berlin. All in favor; motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Nataly Dee, Secretary
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