Town of Kinderhook
Planning Board Meeting
March 8, 2012

Approved

Minutes
The Meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was held on Thursday, March 8, 2012 beginning at 7:07pm at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY with Chairman Robert Cramer presiding. The meeting was called to order by the Chairman and the Roll was taken by the Secretary.

A. Call Roll

Present:






Excused:
Robert Cramer, Chairman 



Jake Samascott





Patrick Prendergast, Engineer



Andy Howard, Attorney
Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro





Cheryl Gilbert

Dale Berlin
William Butcher
Dan Weiller 
Chris Simonsen





Absent:
Nataly Dee, Secretary




None

B. Correspondence

1. Review of Minutes: 

February 9, 2012 - Workshop


February 16, 2012 – Meeting
C. Public Hearings: 

1. 7:05pm – Blue Spruce Motel: Site Plan Review
The notice as it appeared in the newspaper was read by the secretary.

Mr. Moag, representing Blue Spruce Motel addressed the board. Revised schematics were distributed to the board for review. 

The total use of land for all arrays amounts to 400 square feet, representing a small use of the land. The arrays sit on the ground and will not be visible from the road.  Additionally, they are no moving parts to the system. Mr. Moag reiterated that they are a passive collection devise. 
Mr. Cramer asked if anyone from the public would like to be heard. 

A Motion to close the Public Hearing was made by Mr. Butcher. Motion seconded by Mr. Simonsen. All in favor by show of hands. Motion carried; hearing closed. 

Questions and comments from the Board:

Mr. Butcher confirmed that the arrays are fixed, that they don’t move. The units are placed on concrete which is imbedded four feet into the ground. They are wind loaded to 150 miles an hour. The unit does not get hot. All the heat exchange is behind the absorber plate. The fluid, a non-toxic glycol mixture, within does get hot. The pressure is about 60 psi, typical residential setup. The intended use of the energy is for hot water. The potential savings for the property owner are about $12,000 per year. 
The EAF (Short Form Environmental Assessment) was reviewed by the Chairman. The questions listed below were all answered in the negative.

C. COULD ACTION RESULT IN ANY ADVERSE EFFECTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

C1. Existing air quality, surface or groundwater quality or quantity, noiselevels, exisiting traffic pattern, solid waste production or disposal, potential for erosion, drainage or flooding problems?

No.

C2. Aesthetic, agricultural, archaeological, historic, or other natural or cultural resources; or community or neighborhood character?

No.

C3. Vegetation or fauna, fish, shellfish or wildlife species, significant habitats, or threatened or endangered species?

No.

C4. A community’s existing plans or goals as officially adopted, or a change in use or intensity of use of land or other natural resources?

No.

C5. Growth, subsequent development, or related activities likely to be induced by the proposed action?

No. 

C6. Long term, short term, cumulative, or other effects not identified in C1-C5?

None.

C7. Other impacts (including changes in use of either quantity or type of energy)?

None.

D. WILL THE PROJECT HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS THAT CAUSED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL ARE (CEA)?

No. 

E. IS THERE, OR IS THERE LIKELY TO BE, CONTROVERSY RELATED TO POTENTIAL ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS?

No.

A Motion of Negative  Declaration was made by Mr. Butcher. Motion seconded by Mr. Simonsen. All in favor by a show of hands. Motion carried. 
A Motion that the project is complete was made by Ms. Cavagnaro. Motion seconded by Mr. Berlin. All in favor by a show of hands. Motion carried; application approved. 
The plans were stamped by the Chairman. 

Mr. Moag thanked the Board.
D. Old Business

1. Debye-Saxinger - Two Lot Subdivision: No parties were in attendance to represent this application.
2. Tierra Farms - Site Plan Review: No parties were in attendance to represent this application.
4. Bean Lane - Dedication of road to the Town from Whitney Fields: No parties were in attendance to represent this application.
5. Tom Hall - Trailer Park: No parties were in attendance to represent this application.
E. New Business
1. Marcel St. Onge – Conversion of retail space to Senior Citizen Apartments, Herrick Road:
The applicant’s intent is convert ground floor retail space into 2 one bedroom apartments for senior citizens. The building currently has 4 two bedroom apartments. After conversion there would be a total of six apartments. Parking lot would need to be increased to accommodate additional parking spaces. The plan provided by the applicant was reviewed by the Board. It was requested that the site plan be updated and additional copies be provided. Mr. Prendergast requested that a note be added to the plans indicating the number of apartments. Additionally, the water supply and septic should be indicated on the plans. The size of the septic field was in question and needs to be clarified. Based on output, usage, and code a SPDES’s (State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) Permit may be required. The applicant stated that the building is 18 feet from the parking lot. There is a single Handicap designated parking space currently; the Building Department will have to address the requirements for additional spaces. 
When the applicant returns with the requested modifications to the Site Plan, the application will be considered for a Public Hearing.

2. Stephen Williams - Application for In-Home Occupation:
Mr. Williams addressed the Board. The application was distributed to the Board. Mr. Williams is pursuing an In-Home Occupation for a gunsmithing business. In order to have said business he is required to have a Federal Firearms License. The first step in the process is to seek approval from the town.  Gunsmithing is not specifically covered under Miscellaneous Regulations for Customary Home Occupations or Permitted Uses sections of the Code. Mr. Williams indicated on the schematics provided of his home the 10’ x 10’ area of his basement that would be used for the business. Further, Mr. Williams indicated that there will be no exterior signs, no alterations to the property or to the structure. He will not be selling firearms, only repairing them. Mr. Williams is licensed to carry firearms. It is his intent to have a safe for the storage of firearms on his property, although it is only required that he have a locked closet. 

Obtaining the State license is the next step in the process. After that, he will need to seek the federal level license.  
Despite the fact that the Code does not specifically stipulate anything about gunsmithing, it is at the discretion of the Board, in the best interest of the Town, and the responsibility of the Board to seek counsel by the Town’s Attorney on the matter regarding the nature of the business. 
The potential exists that the matter may be referred to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Barring that referral, the application could be considered for a Public Hearing.
F. ZBA Opinion

1. Appeal of Car Quest Certificate of Occupancy before the ZBA - 
G. Liaisons

1. Village Planning Boards:
2. Town Board

3. Comprehensive Plan Review Committee

4. NYSEG Project: Mr. Simonsen was contacted by a resident on Leggett Road with a question about NYSEG. She was interested in the project as she owns two parcels that could be potentially effected by this project. She expressed concern for the need to disclose the fact that there could be power lines installed on the property if she intends to sell those properties. According to what this property owner ascertained, NYSEG’s alternative plan is their plan. This property owner contacted Mr. Gutterman.  Furthermore, it was indicated that the input provided by the engineers consulted was discounted. The Town has not directly heard anything new to date about this project. But the community is developing interest in the proposals. 
H. Other
1. Request for FAQ’s for website
2. Public Comment
A Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Cramer. Motion seconded by Mr. Berlin. All in favor by show of hands. Motion carried; meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Nataly Dee, Secretary
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