Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

March 9, 2009


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
AUDIT MEETING:

The Audit meeting was held at 6:30PM. The purpose for the meeting is to audit the claims for the month of February 2009.

Present: Supervisor McGivney

               Councilman Bujanow

               Councilwoman Johnson 
               Councilman Kipp

               Councilwoman Kramarchyk

               Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski  

PUBLIC HEARING(S): none
TOWN BOARD MEETING:

1. Supervisor McGivney called the regular meeting to order at 7:06PM.

2. All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

3. Roll Call of Council

Present:  Supervisor McGivney

              Councilwoman Johnson

              Councilman Bujanow

              Councilman Kipp

              Councilwoman Kramarchyk


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

Others Present:

Highway Superintendent John Ruchel

Sole Assessor Barbara Beaucage

11(eleven) other interested People

4. A motion was made by Councilwoman Kramarchyk and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to accept the amended agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Supervisor McGivney to accept the minutes submitted of January 17, February 9 with the suggestions submitted by Councilman Bujanow attached to the February 9, 2009 minutes. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to accept the minutes of February  23, 27 and March 3, 2009. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

6.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to authorize the Budget Transfer itemized on #1-2009. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. (See attached)

7. Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk.

Adopted: Supervisor McGivney-Yes

              Councilwoman Johnson-Yes 


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow-Yes

              Councilwoman Kramarchyk- Yes
8. A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Supervisor McGivney to accept all correspondence and direct it to the appropriate departments or committees. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

Public Presentations:  Mike Kennaly was present on behalf of the New York Association of Towns and NYMIR. He explained the NYMIR initiative to return some of the capital that members had paid in to NYMIR when they first joined the program. He said in the Town of Kinderhook the total return in a three year period will be over $5,900.00. He presented the Town with the first check for $1,973.00. 
Supervisor’s Report
Sole Assessor Barbara Beaucage-  submitted documents for the Board and the public. She spoke of the first document that gave a detailed exemption summary. She said that out of the 3,884 total parcels in the Town, 2,980 are residential properties. She said that there are 2,292 total exemptions. She said every year she processes exemptions until March 1st   she said that of the total exemptions about 50% of those are processed annually. 

She talked about the meeting with New York State Real Property Representatives three weeks ago. She said that they had a pre- decisional collaboration meeting. She said they run numbers based on the sales that have occurred in the Town and she runs numbers and they have determined the Residential Assessment Ratio at 100% for the Town. She explained the next documents that were submitted. She said that the sales are available on the web and will be available to the public. She said that there is not much need to adjust values this year. She said that there were three neighborhoods that she and the state both agreed that she should look at just to create more equality in the neighborhoods. She explained that there were 79 sales in the Town in 2008 and the average of those sales is a house with a selling price of $275,320, 1,866 square feet on 1.83 acres. She said that she doesn’t make these figures up; she said it is like telling a story and getting blamed for the outcome. There was discussion with the Board and questions were asked and Assessor Beaucage answered them. 
Councilman Peter Bujanow- spoke on the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee. He said the committee has been combined with the 9/9H Corridor Study. He gave the Board an update and explained that they tried to do an RFP with limited money from the grant under the comprehensive plan by itself. He said that they received proposals that were well in excess in value that they had to do that. He said in working with Bob Cramer and Ed Simonsen who are heading up the 9/9H piece, we are working on the RFP to update it and get it out to them soon. He said Bob has been in constant contact with DOT in terms of getting the requirements put together on the contract offer that they (NYS DOT) provided us (Town of Kinderhook) and that you (Supervisor McGivney) signed last month. He said we are getting close to getting a document out for RFP process. He said it is a 12 member group now and we are meeting two times a month. The 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the month from 7-9PM. He said they are moving ahead and he is encouraged by the development and the group. 
Bob Cramer 9/9H Corridor- explained the process and guidelines that DOT requires for the purpose of the contract. He said that DOT is waiting for the RFP. He said the RFP is being meshed together with the comprehensive plan. He said that we need to get in to a nice form to send to them and then once they get that they will send the contract back to us.
Councilman Kipp- spoke of the trails committee and explained that they are getting funding. He said it may be coming from DOT TEP or it may be coming through the stimulus. He said they should know by this week. He said it is excellent news. He said that Jim Dunham and Pete Van Alstyne are now the co-chairs for the committee, he said they couldn’t be where they are now without the help of both of them. 
Supervisor McGivney- spoke of the Highway Teamsters negotiations; he said that it looks like it is resolved. He said he will be looking for an authorization to sign the contract tonight, he said we have received a revised copy with changes shown in red. He said we will talk about those changes in executive session and make a decision. He said that we have had several meetings at the Highway garage with the entire crew and it was very useful... he said they were very productive sessions. He said that we have been granted the National state of emergency by the Obama Administration which reverses what the previous administration did. He said that the cleanup will be reimbursed for equipment hours and overtime until June.
Highway Superintendent John Ruchel- spoke of the bid for grinding and said that one bid involved the Highway Department and the other does not and you need to take that into consideration. He explained that the Town would be receiving the CHIPS money as well. Councilwoman Johnson- said that when she attended the FEMA meeting one of the things they did stress was that they do not want the Highway Department to pick up debris that is on County or State roads, because they received their own money. She said it puts them in a hard position because we cover the whole Town, she said unfortunately we can’t.
Highway Superintendent Ruchel-said that if it goes in the paper or website that would educate people and cut down on the volume of phone calls. He explained the procedure on picking up brush. He said it is a huge undertaking for the whole county. There was lengthy discussion on the brush pick up. 

He spoke about the need for a deceased animal drop off, that at the present time they do not have a place. He asked what the rules would be.

 Attorney Marc Gertsman- said that he will look at the restrictions and regulations and he and John could review them.
9. A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to accept all correspondence and direct it and file with the appropriate departments or committees. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

10. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ed Simonsen- asked when the compost site will be open and asked for an update on the Quadra centennial.
He gave a very detailed lengthy report on the County Energy Management Council meeting.

Bob Cramer- asked if the stimulus money would affect any other projects. Supervisor McGivney explained some of the projects that they are hoping to get stimulus money for.
11. OLD BUSINESS    
           A. Consider Appointments

EMC and Water and Conservation

A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to appoint Ed Simonsen as a member on the County Energy Management Council and the Chair of the Town Water and Conservation Committee. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
ZBA  
A motion was made by Councilwoman Kramarchyk and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to appoint Jeff Ouellette as a regular member of the Zoning Board of Appeals with a term to expire 12/31/13 and to appoint John McManus as an alternate member of the Zoning Board of Appeals with a term to expire 12/31/09. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.   
Planning Board        

A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to appoint Edward Harson as an alternate Planning Board member with a term to expire 12/31/09. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.           
 BAR    
A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to appoint Bridgette Farley as a member of the Board of Assessment Review with a term to expire 12/31/13. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.           
          B. Teamsters Contract-Done After Executive Session
          C. Trails Grant Application - Done After Executive Session
          D. Slovak-- Done After Executive Session
12.
NEW BUSINESS
A. Grinding of Compost Site- Done After Executive Session
B. Blood Drive

A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to set the date of October 23, 2009 at Volunteers Park,  at the Dottie Ostrowski Building for a Blood Drive in the name of Victoria Russo. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

13. PUBLIC COMMENTS- none
14. BOARD COMMENTS-
Councilman Bujanow-asked if the highway garage debris could be removed.  He said the values are better now. He said  the Board agreed to do it last year and they approved the process but was stopped in mid stream and he would seriously consider having it done. 
Supervisor McGivney- said that he would like the county start the project and give us a couple of truck loads and weigh it to let us determine, because it looks like it will be about $10,000 if we do it through the county.
Councilman Bujanow- said that a code committee meeting is being scheduled.
15. MEDIA QUESTIONS- Jamie Larson the reporter from the Register Star asked about the Pine Have facility. He left cards for the Board members to make himself available. 
16.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Kipp to discuss contracts and litigation matters. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. Executive Session began at 8:28PM

Present: 

 Supervisor McGivney

Councilwoman Johnson

Councilman Kipp 
Councilwoman Kramarchyk  

Councilman Bujanow

Town Clerk Pinkowski

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to come out of executive session. All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Time 9:23PM
Teamsters Contract

A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt the Teamsters contract as presented to us (The Town Board) (see copy attached) with the red enclosures (inclusions).  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.           
Trails Grant Application 
A motion was made by Supervisor McGivney and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to change the organization of the Trails Committee to have Jim Dunham and another co-chair Mike Kipp if he so decides and that we ask Peter Van Alstyne not to serve as a member of the committee, but award him the contract of doing the survey work for the NiMo right of way at his proposed price of (up to) $4,500.00 and that we waive the (Town) procurement policy for this specific purpose if applicable.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.     ]
Grinding of Compost Site

A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to award the grinding to Den Besten at the stated price of $5,371.00 (see attached).  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.           
Slovak-
A motion was made by Supervisor McGivney and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to approve the stipulation suggested by Town Attorney Marc Gertsman regarding the Slovak case with modifications if any.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.           
17. ADJOURNMENT
Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Kramarchyk seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 9:28PM                   

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk           

  (3/19/09)
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