Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

August 10, 2009


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
AUDIT MEETING:

The Audit meeting was held at 6:30PM. The purpose for the meeting is to audit the claims for the month of July 2009.

Present: Supervisor McGivney

               Councilman Bujanow
               Councilman Kipp

               Councilwoman Kramarchyk 

               Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski  

Excused: Councilwoman Johnson

PUBLIC HEARING(S): none
TOWN BOARD MEETING:

1. Supervisor McGivney called the regular meeting to order at 7:05PM.

2. All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

3. Roll Call of Council

Present:  Supervisor McGivney

               Councilwoman Johnson

              Councilman Bujanow

              Councilman Kipp

              Councilwoman Kramarchyk 


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

               Town Attorney Marc Gerstman

Others Present:

14 (fourteen) other interested People

4. A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to accept the amended agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Supervisor McGivney to accept the minutes of July 13, 2009.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
6.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to authorize the Budget Transfer itemized on #6-2009. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. (See attached)

7. Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk.

Adopted: Supervisor McGivney-Yes

               Councilwoman Kramarchyk-Yes

               Councilwoman Johnson-Yes 


               Councilman Kipp- Yes

               Councilman Bujanow-Yes

8. A motion was made by Councilwoman Kramarchyk and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to accept all correspondence and direct it to the appropriate departments or committees. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
9. A motion was made by Supervisor McGivney and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to accept all filed, written committee and departmental reports. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor Report
Councilman Peter Bujanow- spoke of the Kinderhook Power Authority; he said that he and Supervisor McGivney met with Congressman Murphy on August 5th in his Hudson office. He said they discussed the desire for the Town to become a pilot program for wind, solar and hydro power. He spoke of the meeting regarding Outdoor Wood Boilers sponsored by the New York State Building Officials. He said there was good representation for the Town. He said it was a comprehensive meeting with representatives from the State. He said there will more discussion on that and the moratorium. He spoke of the Stuyvesant Falls raising event and they are progressing. He said they have the capabilities to power 7,700 homes. He said they are looking at them as a resource. He said Kinderhook could become a regional authority. He said we are looking at the Valatie Falls as well. He said they are progressing. He spoke of the Code Committee and said that there are a few things on the agenda that were worked on. He asked Attorney Gerstman to go over the final drafts. He said they are making progress.
Planning Board Quorum

A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to reschedule and re-notice a public hearing on the Local Law regarding the Planning Board quorum for September 14, 2009 at 6:55PM. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Kipp- spoke of the trails committee meeting. He said that the Land Conservancy wants to put in an application for an assistance grant. He said they will meet August 3rd and decided was to work with the Towns of Stockport and Stuyvesant to apply for an inter-municipal grant. He explained the trail systems for each of the Towns. He said they have great people and great support. 
Supervisor McGivney- spoke of the localized flooding in the Town of Kinderhook and the damage that took place. He said he spoke with Congressman Murphy about a levy and said he would do what he could do. He spoke of the roads that were closed. He said the damages estimated from FEMA and SEMA to the Town roads and ditches were at $178,000. He spoke of the summer program and said the children are going to Great Escape and the program is going well. 
Public Presentations:  none
10. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Steve Vandenberg- spoke about the Niverville Fire Department and neighbor Ron Pinkowski coming to his aide on July 29th. He said he feels that the Highway Department needs to look at 28B and an area that has exposed them to an issue that has to be addressed. He thanked Mr. McGivney for any assistance he could give. 
Jean Broward- spoke of different dog parks in the area and said that she would like to have one in the Town of Kinderhook and that they would do it themselves, they need the acreage. She asked if a petition was needed and where they would go from here. She spoke of fundraising, rules, pooper scoopers and dog safety.
Joe Prout- submitted printed materials regarding dog parks. He spoke of the items submitted.
Paula Van Meter- spoke of dog parks in New York City and said they are a tremendous success, she said it would be an asset to the community.
Kevin ?????- encouraged the Board to visit the East Greenbush facility. He described the doggy entrance. He said it would be a great way for the dogs to be social and to get exercise. 

There was lengthy discussion on the safety issues, funding, volunteering and forming a committee.

Dog Park
A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Kipp to establish a committee to establish a Dog Park in the Town of Kinderhook with Jean Broward as the Chair and Supervisor McGivney as the liaison. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
Barbara Romburger- said that people should be responsible for their own pets. She spoke about water problems and water in her basement. She asked what was happening on McCagg Road with the speed reduction. She spoke about a 5 ton truck on the road and her husband went after it and state troopers at the end of the road did nothing about it. She said she is getting irritated.
Bob Cramer- said that the 9/9H Corridor Study committee would not be meeting on Wednesday. He spoke of striping and speed reduction on Maple Lane. He talked about walking his dog and the speeding traffic. He spoke about a telephone that was erected and asked that the Highway department take care of that, he said it was a safety issue. 
Frank Moses- said he did not feel he made ant head way talking with the Supervisor at a meeting regarding McCagg Road. He spoke about the Highway Department working on the road and said they a re petrified to work on the road. He asked what he has to do to get help.
Ed Simonsen- spoke of the flood in 1946. He gave an update on the Columbia County Energy Management Committee. He said they support speakers around the county and that education is important. He spoke of outdoor wood boilers and the chemicals that are emitted and we should promote regulations. He said the Town of Kinderhook is in better shape than most communities.
11. OLD BUSINESS    
          A. Blood Drive
Supervisor McGivney announced that the Town Blood Drive for Victoria Russo will be held October 23, 2009 at the Dottie Ostrowski Building and asked for volunteers.
          B. Robin/Rabbit Drainage- Councilman Kipp said that he has had email discussions with the Engineer, Town Attorney in regards to the drainage and said that they would like to have test holes done but needs approval. 

 A motion was made by Supervisor McGivney and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to authorize Town Engineer Pat Prendergast to perform and examine test holes with a maximum of $500.00 and to utilize an employee from the Highway department to dig the holes. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
          C. Joint Trail Grant Resolution
A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to adopt the resolution to enter into an agreement for the application for a grant under the 2009 Greenway Small Grant Program for a project known as Kinderhook-Stuyvesant-Stockport Inter-municipal  Trail  Feasibility Study . All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. (see attached)
          D. Trails-SEQR
Attorney Marc Gerstman explained that this is the SEQR process for examining the Kinderhook Recreational Trail system, because it is being done in phases and specific information regarding subsequent phases is not known now the feasibility is unclear. He said the SEQR evaluation will focus on Phase I of the process. He said today the Town Board is being asked to consider the lead agency designation. He said this is the first step, designating itself as lead agency. He explained the resolutions and letters to the Planning Board and Village of Valatie as well as the Environmental form. He said that SEQR requires you to look at the entire action; he said ordinarily you try and look at Phase I, II and III all together. He said in this situation because Phase I has independent utility that is people who would be able to use Phase I recreate on Phase I without the need for Phase II or III occurring the Town Boards legal determination that it has independent use and therefore can be segmented from the overall project. He said subsequent environmental review will take place for Phase II and III and the more information that is known and the more likelihood that this is going forward not just conceptually but that the broader environmental review could be for the next stages.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to declare the Town of Kinderhook Town Board as lead agency of Phase I of the Trail Program and authorize the sending of the letters to the appropriately interested or other parties. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

12. NEW BUSINESS
A. Resignation of Dog Control Officer
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Johnson to authorize accept the resignation of Erin Carroll as Dog Control Officer. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
B. Dog Park- done earlier
                  C. Outdoor Wood Burning Devices
Supervisor McGivney said he has asked Attorney Gerstman to prepare a resolution for a moratorium on the issuance of Building Permits for the construction and installation of exterior wood burning furnaces. Attorney Gerstman explained that the moratorium is a Type II action under SEQR so no environmental review is required for this Local Law. He said the Town Board has the authority to enact a moratorium to protect health and safety. He explained the proposed Local Law. There was lengthy discussion on the issue. 
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to schedule a special Town Board meeting for a public hearing on adopting a moratorium on the Issuance of Building Permits for the Construction and Installation of Exterior Wood Burning Furnaces on August 26, 2009 at 7:00PM at the Town Hall, Niverville, NY. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
                  D. Speed Reduction-Maple Lane
There was lengthy discussion on the speed reduction on Maple Lane petition and the concerns for speeding. There was discussion on reducing the speed to 30 and whether it was too low. There was discussion on enforcement and the rent a deputy program.

Councilwoman Kramarchyk had a concern about not reducing the speed limit to the speed as requested by the petitioners. 
Supervisor McGivney made a motion to petition the state and county to reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 35mph. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Johnson.

Adopted: Supervisor McGivney-Yes

               Councilwoman Kramarchyk-No
               Councilwoman Johnson-Yes 


               Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow-Yes                
13.PUBLIC COMMENTS- 
Bob Cramer- thanked the Board for the speed reduction on Maple Lane.
Barbara Romburger- spoke about the moratorium and asked if wood burning stoves and furnaces would be affected.
Ed Simonsen- spoke about outdoor wood furnaces and said the discussion is focused on solid particles, he said in addition to that there are other substances that are equally toxic. He suggested going online for more information.  
Frank Moses- spoke of the installation of wind/solar units, he said they are very difficult to maintain. He spoke of the footprint and asked about the land it would cover.
Tom Mate- asked about burning, he said he has 107 acres and said he was not going to truck all of his brush.
14. BOARD COMMENTS-
Councilwoman Kramarchyk- spoke of the Outdoor Wood Burning meeting and thanked Glenn Smith for organizing it. She said the building inspectors received credits. She said it was good to protect the Town and village.
Councilman Kipp- spoke about an incident on McCagg Road with a tractor trailer. He said that striping may help. He said the sign is located after the trucks are already on the road and it is too late to turn around. He suggested moving the sign on CR 203. 
Attorney Gerstman- gave a report litigation. He said Mr. Oliver tried to move to extend his time to appeal the decision made by Judge Terese on the auto transport over Slovak. He said the time expired but he followed up the date after the time expired to ask for more time. He said there is an affirmation opposing that. He said he has also adjourned the Livingston matter proceeding to October 8th and committed to the Judge there that he will get together with Mr. Oliver before that date.
15. MEDIA QUESTIONS- none

16.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: none
17. ADJOURNMENT
Councilwoman Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Kramarchyk seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 9:07PM                   

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk             (8/13/09)
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