Town of Kinderhook

Town Board Special Meeting Minutes

August 26, 2009


The Special Town Board meeting was held at the Town of Kinderhook Town Hall located on 4 Church Street, Niverville, N.Y. 

The purpose of the special meeting was to hold a public hearing to consider a local law establishing a moratorium on the issuance of building permits for the construction and installation of exterior wood burning furnaces. 
The special meeting came to order at 7:00PM.

Present: Supervisor McGivney

Councilwoman Kramarchyk
Councilman Bujanow

Councilman Kipp

Town Clerk Pinkowski
Excused: Councilwoman Johnson

Others present:

 Reporter for the Register Star Paul Crossman 

Code Enforcement Officer Don Kirsch
3 other interested persons

Supervisor McGivney opened the public hearing. Town Clerk Pinkowski read the public notice. Comments from the public:
Jim Egnasher- supports the moratorium and thinks it should be longer than 90 days.

Ed Simonsen- said that he has worked with chemicals in a lab for many years and said he has learned a great deal. He spoke of the human health impacts from wood smoke. He said he was in support of the moratorium and said they should study the issue. He suggested they have a few options, to ban them, to regulate them and suggested regulations from Queensbury which addresses density and setbacks.
Bob Cramer- said he was in favor of the moratorium. He said he attended the class from DEC. He spoke of the legislation.
Jim Egnasher- requested the Town Board to ban all outdoor burning in the Town of Kinderhook.
Supervisor McGivney closed the public hearing.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Kramarchyk and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to amend the agenda. All in favor. Motion passed. 

Moratorium

The Board members each shared their thought on the moratorium
Supervisor McGivney - said he would like to provide for a phase out or converters to make them safer.

Councilman Bujanow- spoke of outdoor burning and said there is a trend of people that are using outdoor burning devices like roasting marshmallow, appliances on decks and asked if this should be considered or allowed. He said that he would like the ban the use of burn barrels and said there are violators of this law. He said he would like to see some type of regulation for wood boilers and said the code committee will provide and consider them.
Councilman Kipp- said he was in support of the moratorium and said there should be some variables, he said he would like to see what the code committee comes up with. He said he wasn’t sure about banning all outdoor burning, he said if they were going to ban that then there would have to be more discussion.
Councilwoman Kramarchyk- said she is in favor of beefing up the burning legislation to ban the burning of leaf and brush. She said we have the option for residents to bring leaf and brush to the compost area or the Highway Department will pick it up. She said people are burning garbage. She said she was in favor of the moratorium.
Code Enforcement Officer Don Kirsch- asked who would enforce the laws. He asked for the Town Boards ideas (pros and cons) to incorporate into the law and add them now rather than later.
Local Law #1-2009

Councilwoman Kramarchyk made a motion to adopt Local Law #1-2009 regarding the moratorium on the issuance of building permits for the construction and installation of exterior wood burning furnaces. Councilman Bujanow seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.
Columbia County Farm Fest
Supervisor McGivney- commented on the Verizon Contract which the Town Board had already authorized him to sign. He said he is waiting for the contract. 
He spoke about the Columbia County Farm Fest held at Goold's Orchard on Route 9 in the Town. He named some of the participants that would be in attendance and said it will be held on September 19, 2009. He said Darrell Grout will be the host. He said it should be a nice affair to sell some of our own agricultural products. 
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Kramarchyk to participate as a cosponsor with Columbia County Tourism and Planning to present The Columbia County Farm Fest. All in favor. Motion passed. 

Adjournment
Councilwoman Kramarchyk made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Kipp seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.
Time Ended 7:30PM
Respectfully,

Kimberly A. Pinkowski

Town Clerk

