Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

January 14, 2010


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
Organizational Meeting-7:15PM 
Present: Supervisor Grattan

               Councilman Kipp 

               Councilwoman Leader
               Councilman Smith

               Councilman Bujanow

               Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski 
All present pledged allegiance to the flag.
1. Appointments:

 A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to appoint John McManus a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals term to expire 12/31/14. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to appoint Dale Berlin as an alternate member of the Planning Board term to expire 12/31/11. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

Supervisor Grattan announced the vacancies of the various boards and if anyone was interested to send in letters of interest/resumes.

Resolution/Reaffirm Terms of Office- 

A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Kipp to reaffirm the terms of Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and Board of Assessment Review as listed and when they expire (see attached list). All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

2. Continue current Rules of Order for 2010
3. Schedule Regular Meetings.
Adopt the regular monthly meeting for the second Monday of each month beginning with February 8, 2010 at Town Hall, Niverville, NY to begin the meetings at 7:00PM with audit meetings at 6:45PM
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt Numbers 2 and 3 of the agenda. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
4. Schedule Annual Audit Meeting.  

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to schedule the annual Audit Meeting on Saturday, January 23rd at 9:00 AM. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

5. Designation of official newspaper - The Register Star

6. Designation of official depository- National Union Bank of Kinderhook; with First Niagara Bank and Greene County savings and Fleet Bank as investment banks
A motion was made by Councilwoman Johnson and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt items #5 and 6. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

7. Join and pay dues of $ 999.00 annually of the Association of Towns
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to join and pay dues of $ 999.00 annually of the Association of Town and no attendance to the annual conference.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

8. Approval of Insurance Contract with NYMIR
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Kipp to approve the Insurance Contract with NYMIR with the Metzwood Agency. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
9. Approve all others on attached schedule. (Attachment #1) 
Supervisor Grattan explained that some of the people listed were holdovers.

10. Re-Appointments:
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Kipp to re-appoint the following at the budgeted salaries. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
Town Historian
-    Ruth Piwonka        
Court Clerks:

Justice Kolb  
 - Mary M. Shufelt      
Justice Williams   
 - Laurine Lanz    
11. Registrar of Vital Statistics - Kim Pinkowski – Fees, Pursuant to PHL 4124
Town Clerk Deputies: Nataly Dee, Margaret Butcher
 Permit Officers

Kim Pinkowski, Nataly Dee, Margaret Butcher
Building Permit Officers - Donald I. Kirsch, Wayne Voss
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt #11. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

12. Contracts

CYO


$ 1,250.00

Sheriff


$ per hour rate within appropriation and contract  


Sheriff's contract is extension of one already in effect.  No gross dollar amount is committed by the contract - only a per hour rate.
13. Appointment of Stephen Acciani as Health Insurance Representative

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to approve of items #12-13. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

14. Committees:
The following committees are advisory and supervisor's appointments.  Suggestions, recommendations and approval are sought.

Undeveloped Land Oversight Committee

Charles Fuda - Chair

Stanley Koroleski

Joe Sweeney


Andrew Scott

Conservation and Water Supply Advisory Committee

Pat Grattan 

Trails Committee

Co-Chairs: Jim Dunham & Ed Hamilton
Members:  Lenny Collins, Kevin Colwell, Jim Costello, Jack Nabozney, Bill Barford, Greg Seaman, Diane Argyle, Judy Waterhouse, Jim Tansy

Energy Committee

Peter Bujanow        Glenn Smith

Codes Committee

Peter Bujanow         Glenn Smith      Peter Van Alstyne 

ZBA and Planning Board Chairs

                    Financial Oversight Committee

Full Board        Town Clerk

A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to approve of listed committees as scheduled in item #14. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
15.  Appointment of Town Engineer for the Town –Pat Prendergast at budgeted amount of $6,651.90 salary plus hourly rate for projects
16. Appoint Town Attorney –Andrew Howard, Esq. at salary of $13,691.44 plus hourly rate of $180.00 for litigation. Litigation billing occurs after service of papers by or on Town.
17. Appoint Land Use Attorney to advise Planning Board and Zoning Board-Andrew Howard Esq. at salary of $19,956.83 plus hourly rate of $180.00 for litigation. Litigation billing occurs after service of papers by or on Town.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to adopt Items #15, 16 and 17. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
18. Fix salaries of jury members; budget is $ 20.00/day (4 panels of 6 each = total budget is $ 480.00

19. Re-Adopt mileage policy and set the rate of reimbursement at federally approved rate $.50 per mile (copy of policy attached)

20. Meals on Wheels - Mileage reimbursement at federally approved rate per mile. 
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt items #18, 19 and 20. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 
21. Appoint Dorothy Spain - Supervisor's secretary at 2010 Budgeted rate 
Appoint Mike Kipp as Deputy Supervisor (Supervisor’s appointments)
22. Appoint Cheryl Gilbert to coordinate with village planning boards as set forth in the Comprehensive Plan.  
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to appoint Cheryl Gilbert to coordinate with village planning boards. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 
23. Re-adoption of:  Investment Policy, Procurement Policy, Preventing Sexual Harassment in Workplace, Leave Policy, Health Insurance, Mileage, Time Sheets, Computer Policy

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to adopt # 23 on the agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
Councilman Bujanow asked about the procurement policy and Supervisor Grattan said that in view of the budget situation he is going to ask the board to adopt a policy that there be no expenditures other than an emergency item or in the case of the Highway Department; sand, gravel, fuel oil etc.. over $50.00 without a signature of two Board members.
Councilman Bujanow said that there is also a change regarding the limit threshold for public works projects and said he would present something for next meeting.
24. Appoint Michael Bucci, CPA- Town Accountant at the salary that was put in the budget
25. Approve Grant to Village of Kinderhook for the NYSP Satellite Station –

 $ 2,000.00
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt #24 and 25. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
26. Appoint Dorothy Spain Bookkeeper and Budget Director at salaries of:

$ 24,712.00 – Bookkeeper, $   1,500.00 – Budget Director

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to adopt #26. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
27. Appoint Chair of Planning Board Pursuant to Town Code 13-6.
 Robert Cramer, Chair; Jessica Rickert, secretary at $ 6,613.58

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt # 27. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
28. Appoint Chair of ZBA, pursuant to Town Code Section 81-40

 Tom Puchner, Chair; Jessica Rickert, secretary at $ 1,913.47
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt # 28. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
29. Appoint BAR Secretary

Jessica Rickert at $ 10.90/hour
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt # 29. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
30. Appoint Animal Control Officer

Erin Carroll at $ 14.13/hour and Thomas Jostlin as deputy dog control

A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt # 30. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
31. Appoint Curt Barford- Playground Director

32. Appoint Rachel Gevlin-Waterfront Director
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Smith to approve of listed items #31-32. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.

33. Assigned Liaisons:  

Fire and Ambulance
Patsy Leader and Mike Kipp
Election and Election Districts
Kim Pinkowski
Town Buildings
Pat Grattan and Glenn Smith 
Celebrations & Memorial Day                                    Dee Spain, Jeff Ouellette
Senior Citizens
Patsy Leader, Pat Grattan
Town Assets
Kim Pinkowski 

Village of Kinderhook
Glenn Smith
Village of Valatie
Patsy Leader
Zoning Board of Appeals
Peter Bujanow
Planning Board
Glenn Smith
Assessor/BAR
Peter Bujanow
Highway Department
Mike Kipp, Pat Grattan
Building Department
Glenn Smith



Employee Negotiations
Mike Kipp, Pat Grattan 
Recreation
Patsy Leader
Audit Committee
Town Board and Kim Pinkowski

School Board (ICC and Chatham)
Pat Grattan 
Town Justice Department
Pat Grattan
Town Bike and Trail committee
Mike Kipp 
Comp. Plan/9/9H Corridor Comm.                             Mike Kipp

34. Road Race Coordinator – Jack Nabozny, Ed Hamilton, Gary Van Allen
35. Recreation Commission - Mark Leinung, Chair, Dave Delluhunt, Ed Hamilton and two vacancies.
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to adopt # 33, 34 and 35. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
36. Agreement with Highway Superintendent, Pursuant to Section 284 Highway Law-  To be deferred until the February Meeting
37. Appointment of Marvin Powell as Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to approve of listed items #36-37. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
38. 9/9H Corridor Committee/Comprehensive Plan Review Committee
Co-Chairs: Bob Cramer and Edwin Simonsen

Members:  Don Gaylord, Paul Colarusso, Jim Waterhouse, Tom Puchner Mark Littiken, Jim Keegan, Mary Cavegnaro, Al Knoll, Ronald Samascott, Meg Moran
39. Historic Kinderhook Committee
Chair: Frances Ingraham Heins

Members: Richard Anderson, Ray Andrews, Ruth Ellen Berninger, William Better, Les Byrnes, Sue Charbonneau, Daniel J. Dattilio, Amy De Luke, Ruth Piwonka, Tana Strome, Woodruff (Ted)Tuttle, Robert Worsfold
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to approve of listed items #38-39. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to appoint Shannon Beaucage as part time clerk for the assessor at $10.80 per hour. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the Organizational meeting. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
AUDIT MEETING: 7:30PM
The Audit meeting was held at 7:30PM. The purpose for the meeting is to audit the claims from December 15-31, 2009 and January 2010.

Present: Supervisor Grattan
               Councilwoman Leader 
               Councilman Smith
               Councilman Bujanow
                Councilman Kipp

               Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Smith to adjourn the Audit meeting. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING(S): none
TOWN BOARD MEETING:

1. Supervisor Grattan called the regular meeting to order at 8:00PM.

Present:  Supervisor Grattan
              Councilwoman Leader
              Councilman Kipp
              Councilman Smith
               Councilman Bujanow


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

Others Present:

26(twenty-six) other interested People

2. A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to accept the agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to accept the minutes submitted of December 14, 2009. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

4.  No Budget Transfers
5. Councilman Kipp made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Leader.

Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-Yes 


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Yes

              Councilman Smith-Yes

Councilman Bujanow made a motion to withdraw Pat Prendergast invoice to be resubmitted as the Town Engineer as opposed to Pat Prendergast as Professional Engineering Consultant. Councilman Kipp seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
Supervisor Grattan said that if there is any correspondence the clerk has directed it.
6. Public Presentations:  none
Departments or Committees reports-none

7. Public Comments: 
Bob Cramer- spoke of the 9/9H Corridor Committee meeting and said that it was an intense meeting and that the DOT rep. Dan Kutz had prepared another RFP that was a compilation of three. He said that they walked through the entire thing and hopefully we will hear something next month.
Ed Simonsen- said he would bring the new members of the Town Board copies of Columbia County Environmental Management Council recommendations.
8. Old Business (From 2009)
             A. Outdoor Wood Burning Furnace-
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to schedule a public hearing on February 8, 2010 at 6:50PM regarding the Outdoor Wood Burning Furnace (Local Law #1-2010).  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan to appoint Ed Simonsen as the sole member of the Town of Kinderhook Conservation Advisory Council. Councilman Kipp. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously  

Supervisor Grattan explained the Towns budgetary troubles that the Town has. He said there are cash flow problems that have arisen from the storm in July when the Town had put out a lot of money and was not reimbursed by the State or the Federal government, shortage on sales tax money, increased expenses and overtime. He said that they have taken a very hard look at where they are going with the Town and cutting expenses. He said the appointments that were made tonight with combining positions, eliminating one of the part-time Building Inspector position, by saving some money on salaries resulted in a $29,185.00 reduction in cost to the A fund and B Fund. He said the insurance came in $2,500.00 less than budgeted which brings it to $31, 685.00 by foregoing going to the Association of Towns in New York City was $1,800.00, Assessor Barbara Beaucage who after a very successful meeting Barbara was very gracious and worked closely with them on saving cost in her department, with an appraisal that does not need to be done that will save $2,500.00. He said that they have reduced the expenditures in the A & B funds by $35,985.00. He said this was a quick once over and he is hoping that the weekly meetings of the Fiscal Oversight Committee that we will reduce our expenses even more. He said he had a phone conversation with the former Supervisor about the Towns fiscal condition and said he agreed with him about sending a letter to the Comptroller and ask them to come and do an audit on the Town. He said he is not suggesting that there are any improprieties; he said he is not pointing any fingers. He said he explained this to the former Supervisor and he agrees that they need to view the budget conditions with the State of New York, locally and expenses and be very thorough and cautious about spending. He said they are going to enact a purchasing policy that any purchases above $50.00 other than sand, gravel, fuel oil, heating oil require signatures of two Town Board members and we will prepare purchase orders and start working on a system like that.
9.
New Business

A. Adjust Sole Assessor Barbara Beaucage Salary to $58, 279.00
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to adjust the Sole assessor Barbara Beaucage salary to $58,279.00.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
                    B. Reduce Part time Assistant clerk in the Assessors office to $4,000.00 as needed   
 A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to reduce the part time assistant clerk hours in the Assessors office to $4,000.00 as needed.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

                     C. Approve Contract Columbia-Greene Humane Society-Tabled
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to table approving the contract. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

                   D. Motion to replace check #11286 dated 11/10/2009 payable to Cargill Inc.-Salt Division in the amount of $7,751.70 due to check being lost.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to replace check #11286 to Cargill Inc-Salt Division in the amount of $7,751.50.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

                    E. Town Hall/Boiler
Supervisor Grattan explained that the Town was red flagged by the State of New York who inspected the boiler in the Town Hall has a leak between the sections. He said Dan’s Heating and Cooling who has done work for the Town in the past put a proposal in for $6,093.00 to replace it. 
There was discussion on the boiler and suggested was getting proposals from vendors for maintaining the boilers on an annual basis. 

Councilman Bujanow said he would look into maintenance agreements and bring it back to the Town Board next month.

                     F. Purchasing Policy- 
Supervisor Grattan said that all purchases in excess of $50.00 must be approved by at least 2 Town Board members on a purchase order prior to ordering or purchasing. So moved. 
10. Public Comments- 
Bob Cramer- asked about the vacant seat on the Planning Board.
11. Board Comments- none
12. Media Questions- Reporter from the Register Star asked how much the Town was in the red. Supervisor Grattan explained.
13.  Executive Session: 

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to adjourn to executive session to discuss personnel (specifically temporary help for a Highway Department position, a gentleman is out on disability, to fill in temporarily who is an experienced and capable wing man) and a contract (for a proposed purchase of a new truck in the highway department). All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
Executive Session began at 8:37PM

Present: 

 Supervisor Grattan
Councilwoman Leader
Councilman Smith
Councilman Kipp 
Councilman Bujanow  

Town Attorney Andrew Howard, Esq.
Town Clerk Pinkowski

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to come out of executive session. All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Time 9:12PM

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to hire Dan Barber starting January 16th,    and ending April 1st at $17.20 per hour with no benefits as the temporary Highway Department position. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

14. Adjournment
Councilman Bujanow made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 9:13PM                   

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk           

  (1/28/10)
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