Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

April 12, 2010


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
Supervisor Grattan called the meeting to order at 6:35PM.

Executive Session: 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Smith to go into executive session to discuss Certiorari Proceedings for Hannaford Plaza and former Grand Union Plaza. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
Executive Session began at 6:36PM

Present: 

 Supervisor Grattan

Councilwoman Leader

Councilman Smith

Councilman Kipp 

Councilman Bujanow  

Town Attorney Andrew Howard, Esq.

Town Clerk Pinkowski

Sole Assessor Barbara Beaucage

Attorney Paul Goldman

ICC Business Manager Gregg Giammarco
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to come out of executive session. All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Time 7:11PM
AUDIT MEETING: 7:11PM

The Audit meeting was held at 7:11PM. The purpose for the meeting is to audit the claims from March 2010.

Present: Supervisor Patrick Grattan

               Councilwoman Patrice Leader 

               Councilman Glenn Smith
               Councilman Peter Bujanow

                Councilman Michael Kipp

               Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski 

PUBLIC HEARING(S): none

TOWN BOARD MEETING:

All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

1. Supervisor Grattan called the regular meeting to order at 7:15PM.

Present:  Supervisor Patrick Grattan

              Councilwoman Patrice Leader

              Councilman Michael Kipp

              Councilman Glenn Smith

               Councilman Peter Bujanow


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

Others Present:

9 (nine) other interested People

2. A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to accept the amended agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the minutes submitted of March 15, 22 and 29, 2010 and March 1, 2010 with the comments as noted. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. (March 8, 2010 minutes were tabled)
4.  No Transfers 

5. Councilman Kipp made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Leader.

Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-Yes 


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Abstained

              Councilman Smith-Yes

6. Supervisor Grattan stated that all correspondence was directed. 

7. No Committee or Departmental Reports

8. Public Presentations:  none

9. Public Comments: 
Ed Simonsen- spoke of the Columbia County Environmental Management Committee. He said that this month there will be representation from every community in the county and it will be the first time in three years. He said one of the EMC’s activities is ground water recourses and there will be two speakers sponsored by Columbia Land Conservancy and Columbia County Planning Board and Economic Development Council to be held on April 28th at Columbia Greene. He spoke of the Comprehensive Plan Review committee and the development of an RFP for the review of the Comprehensive Plan. He said the document was distributed on the 29th. He said he asked Ellen Epstein for a list of names of potential consultants. He said he had forwarded emails of the RFP to them. He said in addition they contacted New York Planning Federation and had them put that on the website that the Town of Kinderhook was looking to have the plan reviewed and anyone interested could contact them. He said they have had inquiries from nine showing interest. He extended an invitation to the Town Board for the interviewing process.  
Councilman Bujanow- spoke of the RFP process regarding the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee and the 9/9H Corridor Study Committee. He said the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee is a statutory committee which has some specific requirements. He said there is are requirements from New York State Law, Town Law, Procurement Law regarding how an RFP be performed in which it is submitted to, that it is sent out and the Comprehensive Review Committee is an advisory one just as the 9/9H Corridor Study Committee is one of advisory. He said the legal entity that is releasing the Request for Proposal is the Town Board. He said his concern is number 1 whether the statuary requirements of an RFP were legally fulfilled and two if the committee is of an advisory capacity then the RFP document which really is issued by the Town of Kinderhook and the only governing body of the Town of Kinderhook is the Town Board, whether we should have an opportunity to review that. He said previously it was done such as the Board would review the RFP bid documents that came through here from the best of his recollections from the time that he has served, particularly with the last RFP that was done in he believes in 2008 or 9 for the Comprehensive Plan Review. He said that it was done through the committee and went through the Board. He said when you did an RFP for a consultant the Board was involved in that as well as some of the committee members. He said more of a concern of his as a Board member is whether the document really represents that what the Town governing body in concert with the committee feels is an appropriate document and second whether the legal requirements and  legal elements of  issuing an RFP were met. He said not having reviewed from either of the two committees he said he is a little concerned about what is coming back; there is an advertisement requirement for an RFP. He said it can’t be just to a select group it is public document that is issued by a public entity. He said there is New York State Procurement Law that needs to be followed. He said those are his concerns with the RFP’s that are going out whether they meet the test of the minimum standards.
Ed Simonsen- said that rather than get into a debate about this now. He suggested that Peter come up with the citation that he was referring to.

Supervisor Grattan – suggested Town Attorney look into the issue of advertising and the procurement policy.
Bob Cramer- thanked Ed for all of the work he had done to get the thing ready. He said it has been a tremendous amount of time to get this moving forward. He said they are on a limited budget and will not know if they are even in the ballpark. He said we need to step forward and see where we can go. He said that you can be rest assured of one thing the time and effort that they have put into this thing has nothing but the best interest of the Town. 

John Talarico- spoke of the serious water issue he has on Ottoville Road. He said since he moved in September, his backyard has never dried up. He said he knows it is something that has been ongoing in the past, he know that the engineer, McGivney. He explained that he is on the lowest point on Ottoville and all of the water is diverted from the County Road across to Ottoville his backyard. He said the water is stagnant and there are mosquitoes and he is worried about West Nile. He said the county made it worse and now he has more water. 
Supervisor Grattan said that he went out with the Highway Superintendent to look at the site and asked him to fill the Board in. He said it is an issue that is 30 years old.

Highway Superintendent Ruchel- he said the previous three Highway Superintendent’s could not fix it and he said he doesn’t think he could do too much without a great deal of effort. He said it is an ongoing problem.
There was discussion on the water issue. Supervisor Grattan said he will have Town Engineer Prendergast look at it and maybe he has records on it.
10. Old Business –

          A. Re-locate District 7&8 Polling Place to Senior Center on State Farm Road
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to change the polling place from the Highway Garage to the Senior Center on State Farm Road based on the recommendations from the County Board of Elections. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
11.
New Business

A. Grant for courtroom renovations
Supervisor Grattan explained that he received a letter from the Unified Court System that the Town has received a grant for $15,000.00 for court room renovations and $5,000.00 for different pieces of equipment. He said they are also aware that this is also our Town meeting room. He said he talked with Judge Williams and he suggested was to look into getting central air conditioning. He said it is very noisy and hard to hear. He said he was going to explore it and see if it is feasible. He said Judge Mills also agreed. He said it would benefit everybody. 
      B. Recognition of James Haggerty for receiving the Four Chaplains Brotherhood Award
Supervisor Grattan spoke of Jim Haggerty who lives on Ottoville Road and the award he received. He said there was a full page article in the Times Union. He said he has been a dedicated individual for many years. He said it is a prestigious award given out by the Four Chaplains. He said it is different veterans groups, he said Jim has dedicated his life to doing things for veterans, homeless veterans, the military museum, the Veterans Research Center. He said he is a decorated veteran of the Korean War.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to recognize Jim Haggerty for his accomplishment and send him a letter. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

      C.  Surplus Equipment at Highway Garage

Supervisor Grattan explained the process that the County does to sell surplus equipment that is not being used. He read through the list of the equipment. (see attached)
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to declare the equipment surplus and to sell it to the county. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
      D. Resolution to make Town Park and Playgrounds “Tobacco-Free”
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Kipp to 

Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-No


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Yes
              Councilman Smith-Yes

 E.  Announcement re brush and leaf pick-up: ongoing to end on June 4, 2010 after that date, Highway Department to pick up on a “first come first serve basis” as permitted by work schedule, no pickups for land clearing and grubbing projects.
Supervisor Grattan made the announcement regarding the brush and leaf pick up program as noted above.
      F. Census Training at Town Hall April 26th-30th 2010
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the Census Training at Town Hall April 26-30, 2010 from 8:00AM-4:00PM. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

      G. RFP- Highway Department -Removing Trees
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to advertise the RFP for tree removal and blacktop placing.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

Councilman Bujanow asked about the lawnmower and tractor and Supervisor Grattan said to hold off one more week until the next Fiscal Oversight Meeting.
12. Public Comments-
Ed Simonsen- said he wanted to clarify a misunderstanding with respect to the RFP. He said a copy of the RFP went to the Supervisor and the Town Clerk.
13. Board Comments- 
Councilman Bujanow- spoke of the Outdoor Wood Boiler issue and suggested someone from DOS come and do a presentation on that at the next Town Board meeting. He will try and arrange a meeting on May 10th.

Glenn Smith- talked about the website and said it was stagnant.
14. Media Questions- none

15. Adjournment
Councilman Bujanow made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 8:00PM                   

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk           

  (4/21/10)
