Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

November 8, 2010


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
AUDIT MEETING: 6:00PM

The Audit meeting was held at 6:00PM. The purpose for the meeting is to audit the claims from October 2010.

Present: Supervisor Patrick Grattan

               Councilwoman Patrice Leader 
               Councilman Peter Bujanow 

                Councilman Michael Kipp

               Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski 

               Councilman Glenn Smith

PUBLIC HEARING(S): 6:50PM Dog Licenses- (Local Law #2-2010)
Supervisor Grattan opened the public hearing. The notice for the public hearing was published in the Register Star. The purpose of this Local Law is to provide for the licensing and identification of dogs, and further regulate the control and protection of the dog population and the protection of person, property, and domestic animals from dogs. The Town Board finds it necessary to enact a local law to address the licensing of dogs in lieu of the State of New York’s recent mandate that dog licensing become a local government function on January 1, 2011. Town Clerk Pinkowski gave a brief explanation of the procedures.
No Comments from the public.

Supervisor Grattan closed the public hearing.
TOWN BOARD MEETING:

All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

1. Supervisor Grattan called the regular meeting to order at 7:00PM.

Present:  Supervisor Patrick Grattan

              Councilwoman Patrice Leader

              Councilman Michael Kipp

              Councilman Glenn Smith

               Councilman Peter Bujanow


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

              Town Attorney Andrew Howard 

Others Present:

15 (fifteen) other Interested People

2. A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to accept the amended agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 
3. A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to approve the minutes submitted of October 18, 20 and 27, 2010. All in favor Motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Bujanow spoke of the October 18, 2010 minutes and the appointment of Peter Haemmerlein as Chairman. He said that the Chairman is appointed by the Board of Assessment Review. He asked that that portion be removed.
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to withdraw the original motion and amend it by appointing Peter Haemmerlein as member of the Board of Assessment Review starting on October 1, 2010 (Term #1). All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 
4. A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Kipp to approve the transfers as stated. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.        

-Transfer $163.23 from B1990.4 Contingency to Niverville Lighting District (loan to be repaid)

-Transfer $30,299.83 from “A” Fund Money Market to General Fund Money Market to cover funds used in 2009

-Transfer $32,627.57 From “DB” Money Market to General Fund Money Market to cover funds used in 2009 

-Transfer $9190.13 from General Fund Money Market to Water District Fund 

-Transfer $1966.93 from General Fund Money Market to A5182.4 Street Lighting

-Transfer $10,297. 00 from General Fund Money Market to Special District Fund 

 to Pay Chatham Fire Protection District for 2009 Contract Payment 

-Transfer $55,233.76 from General Fund Money Market to “B” Fund 

-Transfer $3000.00 from Special Bond Account to A1320.4 (attorney fees for bond were included in borrowing) 
5. Councilwoman Leader made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims and bills. Motion seconded by Councilman Smith.

Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-Yes 

               Councilman Smith-Yes


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Abstain

6. A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to accept and direct all correspondence. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

7. Public Presentations: Chris Isento from the Northern Columbia Little League said they are asking the Town Board if they would be allowed to build an additional ball field at the Volunteers Park. He said that in the past it was planned by the Town Engineer but was never implemented. He said they would like to revisit that. He said they are trying to get all of the softball fields into one location to allow for better usage of the fields and to train the children better. He said it would allow for more fields for practice and would help with the community for less congestion on all of the fields in the area.
Damian Hovancik- said he is a State Farm Road resident who owns property adjacent to the current field. He said that he would be opposed to putting new fields there. He said there are existing issues at this point in time. He said he doesn’t see a compelling need to put another ball field in. He said he had some discussion with Lee Norton and he seems to think, in the Little League there isn’t the growth. He spoke of the additional use, the noise, the dirt road with significant dust clouds. He spoke of the drainage problem he has, the lack of parking lots. He said he has people and dogs coming into his yard on a routine basis. He said they are already dealing with existing issues and he doesn’t want to exacerbate it with another field there. He said he has spoke to some of his neighbors and they all feel the same way.
Councilman Bujanow asked where the proposed location was and if the issue could be addressed with scheduling, he asked about the school. Chris explained that the location would be next to the barn. There was discussion on the amount of fields in the Town, expenses, the amount of children utilizing the fields, scheduling and maintenance. 
8. Committee and Departmental Reports- none

9. Public Comments:
John Sundwall- praised the Town Board on doing a fine job on the budget. He suggested limiting the use of the park for dogs only in the dog park area. He said he perceives a difference in the way the Town treats residents. He spoke of the yard waste pick up. He said the Town seems to discriminate against the people who live on County and State roads for the picking up of yard waste. He said they should consider doing something fair for everybody; either pick yard waste up for everyone or pick no ones waste up.  
Scott Bowman-Chief of Operations at the Valatie Rescue- said he wanted to ask before they vote on the budget to reconsider their request. He asked that they reevaluate the request. He said in the past they have been lumped in with the fire departments in terms of budget requests. He said it is an unfair lumping and said that they have some situations that are unique to EMS that the fire departments do not face. He said they have payroll, health insurance, dental insurance and other things that go together with payroll. He said they have had 2,500 calls this year as opposed to a fire department that does less than a call a day on average. He said that the request from year to year has been more than reasonable. He said that it is an undue strain on the department in the coming year. 
10. Old Business-

                A.    Columbia County Youth Advisory Board
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to appoint Zachary Pinkowski to the Columbia County Youth Advisory Board. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
11. New Business

A. Vote on Town Budget for 2011
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to accept the 2011 preliminary budget. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 

Supervisor Grattan said that the Town Board had the final Budget in front of them and said that there were a couple of changes. He spoke of the changes that were made and added. (See Attached 2011 Final Budget)
Supervisor Grattan said that the tax rate is reduced 17% in the A Fund, 39% in the B Find and up 12% in the DB Fund. Councilman Bujanow expressed his concerns and asked questions regarding litigation cost, CHIPS money, the B fund unallocated residual, the staffing of the Building Department and the justice revenues. Supervisor Grattan explained each of his concerns and questions. 
Councilman Kipp made a motion to adopt the Final 2010 Town Budget as amended tonight. Motion seconded by Councilman Smith.

Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-Yes 

               Councilman Smith-Yes


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Yes
Councilman Bujanow said he wanted to compliment Supervisor Grattan and Budget Officer Dee Spain, the accounting firm and the Board for a difficult time in presenting a budget. He said there was a lot of hard work that went it to this.
Councilman Bujanow spoke of each of the funds and areas that he was not totally in support of including:

A Fund

* Prefer that all employees raises were treated equally on percent of salary increase.

* Prefer no raises for all elected positions

* Prefer any adjustments for “out of date” salaries to be gradual/incremental increases rather than one big amount.

* Prefer a specific allocation for “litigation” costs but satisfied with using contingency funds if needed.
B Fund

* Support 3% raise requested by Building Officials

* Prefer specific hours dedicated to enforcement activities-if you have laws they should be enforced

* Review current fees to keep current and in line with other Towns.

DB Fund

* Prefer funding Long Term Road Improvements at 2010 Budget Level of $150,000 instead of 2011 Budget amount of $75,000

* Highway Department activity is what citizens see and feel they get something back for their tax dollars.

He said he feels it was a good budget with a few exceptions that he addressed.
B. Local Law #2-2010-Dog Licenses
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Smith to adopt Local Law #2-2010- Dog Licenses. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
C.  Dog License Fees-2011
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Kipp to set the 2011dog license fees at $20.00 for un spayed and un neutered dogs $10.00 spayed and neutered dogs Senior Citizens 65 and older $5.50 un spayed and un neutered dogs $2.50 spayed and neutered dogs. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
D. Request from Barbara Beaucage
Supervisor Grattan explained the history of other long term employees receiving health benefits after retiring from the Town and said that this was not an unusual request.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to pay the individual health insurance policy for retiring sole assessor Barbara Beaucage starting December 31, 2010 until July 2011. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

      E. Removal of Snow and Ice
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to advertise for the removal of snow and ice on the east side of Route 9. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
F. Advertise for Assessor Opening-Tabled
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Smith to advertise for the Assessor opening and to invite proposals. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Smith to withdraw the motion and table it until Monday. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

G. Little League Field-Tabled 

12. Public Comments- 

Scott Bowman- said that he wanted to point out that the total tax dollars are less than 2 out of the three fire districts that they cover. He said the tax rate is less than all three and said that there district covers all three of them plus. He said that not passing their request is unreasonable 
13. Board Comments- 
Councilman Bujanow- asked the Little League to explain exactly what their proposal is and then offered the following comments:
· Town Board must balance individual requests against others.

· Currently development of Volunteers Park property is Ad Hoc, which has previously created conflicts.

· Suggest developing a Use Plan for the entire Volunteers park facility including the Buildings.

There was discussion back and forth between the public and the Board members.
14. Media Questions- none
15. Executive Session: 
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to go into executive session to discuss litigation. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
Executive Session began at 7:47PM

Present: 

 Supervisor Grattan

Councilwoman Leader

Councilman Smith

Councilman Kipp 

Councilman Bujanow  

Town Attorney Howard

Town Clerk Pinkowski

A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to come out of executive session. All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.

16. Adjournment
Councilman Bujanow made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Kipp seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 8:48PM                   

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk           
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