Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

February 14, 2011


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
PUBLIC HEARING(S): none
TOWN BOARD MEETING:

All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

1. Supervisor Grattan called the regular meeting to order at 7:00PM.

Present:  Supervisor Patrick Grattan

              Councilwoman Patrice Leader

              Councilman Michael Kipp

              Councilman Glenn Smith

              Councilman Peter Bujanow


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

              Town Attorney Andrew Howard

Others Present:

Highway Superintendent Ruchel
4(four) other interested People

2. A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Kipp to accept the amended agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to accept the minutes submitted of November 1, 4, 8, and 15, 2010 and December 1, 2010 and to table the minutes submitted for  December 13, 30, 2010 and January  3, 2011. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

4.  No Budget Transfers

5. Councilwoman Leader made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims. Motion seconded by Councilman Bujanow. All bills were reviewed at the audit meeting which was held on the Thursday prior to the Town Board meeting.
Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-Yes 


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Yes
              Councilman Smith-Yes

6. A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Smith to accept and direct all correspondence. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

7. Public Presentations:  none
8. Departmental Reports:
Highway Superintendent John Ruchel spoke of the amount of sand and salt that was used and needed for this winter. He spoke of the frost in the roads that cause heaving and the damage that it causes. He spoke of the truck repairs and said that the breakdowns could have been worse with all of the storms that they have had. He spoke of the street sweeper that they need in the spring for the tons of sand on the roads. He said they have been in the Village of Kinderhook helping them on their roads. He said that they had cleaned off Main Street in the Village of Valatie four times so far and received a bill for $6,000.00 for the sidewalks. He spoke of people coming to get sand from the Highway Department and the safety issues involved. He said that it had has been a practice ever since he worked there (21 years) to let them come in and get sand, he said that we should think about putting a gate up. He said this year has been the worst with all of the ice. He said it has really never been a problem until this year. Supervisor Grattan thanked the Highway Superintendent and the Highway Department for a wonderful job that the roads have been clear and there have been no major incidents or accidents on a Town road and it is something to be grateful for. Highway Superintendent asked about the Longevity pay for his crew and Supervisor Grattan said to send the figures over and they would write the checks. 
9. Public Comments: 

Ed Simonsen- spoke of his grandchildren and children and said that they have no say in the environment and that it behooves us to make the decisions that do not adversely affect the environment. He spoke of the Columbia County Environmental Committee and said that there is a meeting on Thursday regarding Climate Smart Communities and asked that someone attend.
Bob Cramer- gave an update on the Comprehensive Plan Committee. He said the consultants are currently working on zoning map changes/corrections. He said Mark Littiken is converting charts into excel. He spoke of the chart he had done with data of the conserved parcels in the Town of Kinderhook and said there was 450 acres; he said he would like to keep that file active. He spoke of the NYSEG request and they will be attending the March 10th Planning Board meeting to present to them their proposal to put down transmission lines that will be passing through five Towns. 
10. Old Business 
             A. Contract for Care of Animals taken by the Dog Control Officer-
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to renew the Wood Hill Veterinarian Contract and Columbia-Greene Humane Society Contracts. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  (See attached)

             B. Right of Way- Town Park- No Action
11.
New Business

A. Accept Resignation of Francis Vecellio-BAR
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Smith to accept the resignation of Francis Vecellio as a member from the Board of Assessment Review. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

Supervisor Grattan said that we have a vacancy so if anyone knows anyone is interested to have them send a letter of interest.

                    B. Authorize Wrestling Program 
 A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to authorize the wresting program.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

                     C. Set day and time for monthly Codes Committee
The Board decided that the meetings will be held the 4th Tuesday of every month at the South Building at Volunteers Park at 7:00PM and that the next meeting will be February 22, 2011. 
                   D. Authorize Notice to Bid for two-one ton plow trucks-Tabled
                   E. Advertise for Maintenance Contract for Highway Garage HVAC system.
A motion was made by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to advertise for the maintenance contract for the Highway Garage HVAC system. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously
                     F. Set Date for Recreation Program Workshop Meeting
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to set the date for a Recreation program workshop meeting on March 5, 2011 at 9:00AM at the Town Hall. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
                   G. Dispose of Unused copier in meeting room
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to dispose of the unused copier in the meeting room. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
                   H. Correct the Appointment of Chris Simonsen as Alternate member of the Planning Board
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to correct the appointment of Chris Simonsen as an alternate member from a one year appointment to a two year appointment. (Term to expire 12/31/11).  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
                   I. Hiring Part Time Clerk
Supervisor Grattan said that the Town has two judges and that each judge has their own clerk. He said we are inundated everyday with telephone calls about adjournments, people coming in and paying fines. He said it is the recommendation of both of the judges’ clerks that we look into getting someone during the day to act as a court clerk. He said that we could also to think about getting someone to help  out the Town Clerk and the assessor. He said that we need to create a position for someone to be here during the day to collect fines and to take care of adjournments. It will be part-time, four hours per day. He said there is plenty of work to be done. He said it is a busy court and will get busier when we take on Valatie court. 
                   J. Reporting Resolution
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to adopt the standard workday and reporting resolution.  All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. (See attached)
12. Public Comments- 

Bob Cramer- asked about the Codes Committee meeting date. He asked about the trial for Mulligan-Moore.
13. Media Questions- the reporter from the Columbia Paper asked about the qualifications needed for the Board of Assessment Review. The reporter from the Register Star asked about  the workshop meeting for the Recreation and how much salt and sand the Town used.

Supervisor Grattan answered the questions asked.           

14. Board Comments- 
Councilman Bujanow- spoke of the code committee and that previously we have had the Code Enforcement Officer, someone from the Building Department on the Committee. He suggested that someone from that department attend the meetings.
15.  Executive Session: 

A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to go into executive session to discuss litigation. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Session began at 7:40PM

Present: 

 Supervisor Grattan

Councilwoman Leader

Councilman Smith

Councilman Kipp 

Councilman Bujanow  

Town Attorney Andrew Howard, Esq.

Town Clerk Pinkowski

A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to come out of executive session. All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Time 8:15PM
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Smith to authorize the Supervisor to execute release an assignment with Travelers to recover $300,000.00. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously.
16. Adjournment
Supervisor Grattan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 8:17PM                   

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk           
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