Town of Kinderhook
Town Board Meeting 

May 9, 2011


The Town Board meetings were held at the Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York.
PUBLIC HEARING(S): none
TOWN BOARD MEETING:

All present pledge allegiance to the flag.

1. Supervisor Grattan called the regular meeting to order at 7:00PM.

Present:  Supervisor Patrick Grattan

              Councilwoman Patrice Leader

              Councilman Michael Kipp

              Councilman Glenn Smith

              Councilman Peter Bujanow


 Town Clerk Kim Pinkowski

              Town Attorney Andrew Howard

Others Present:

15(fifteen) other interested People

2. A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to accept the agenda. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Kipp to accept the minutes submitted of April 7 and 9, 2011 and to table the minutes of April 11, 2011. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously. 

4.  No Budget Transfers. 
Supervisor Grattan announced that the Town would be receiving reimbursement from FEMA for the December storm for $42,263.73. He said that the Town Bookkeeper Dee Spain did a tremendous amount of work to get this done. 
5. Councilwoman Leader made a motion to authorize to pay all audited vendors claims. Motion seconded by Councilman Smith. All bills were reviewed at the audit meeting which was held on the Thursday prior to the Town Board meeting.

Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes

              Councilwoman Leader-Yes 


              Councilman Kipp- Yes

              Councilman Bujanow- Yes

              Councilman Smith-Yes

A Fund                                                   B Fund                                   DB Fund

Voucher- #’s 5-0through 5-36         Voucher- #’s 5-0through5-6    Voucher- #’s 5-1 through 5-29
Total- $15,347.49                             Total- $ 3,186.24                     Total- $39,459.61                

Monthlies- 
Voucher- #’s 4-47through 4-69       Voucher- #’s 4-8through4-9   Voucher- #’s 4-27 through 4-29

Total- $6,563.15                                Total- $ 109.45                        Total- $2,890.85                

6. No correspondence. 
7. Public Presentations:  none
8. Committee and Departmental reports
Highway Superintendent Ruchel said he is ready to go on West shore Drive but is having a problem with one of the residents that claims he owns part of the road.  Supervisor Grattan suggested he talk with the Town Attorney. He finished by saying they are still doing brush, ditch work and cutting shoulders.

Councilman Bujanow spoke of the meeting he and Gerry Patnode had regarding the shared use of the fields with the Ichabod Crane School District. He said there was a discussion on May 3, 2011 where they both wanted some more information, there is an additional meeting scheduled for June 4, 2011 at 9:00AM.

Supervisor Grattan spoke of the meeting with the school district committee about the Martin Van Buren building and said that they talked generally about it and they will meet again on May 26, 2011.   
9. Public Comments: none
10. Old Business 
             A. Cancel Special Meeting on 6/4/11 re: Application by Valatie LDC 

Supervisor Grattan said he had spoke with Steve Kirk the consultant of the project and they will not be applying through the Town for any funding from CBBG at this time.

He said there was a meeting scheduled for that day at 11:00AM for softball and suggested rescheduling that meeting for 9:00AM.

A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to reschedule the meeting on June 4, 2011 regarding softball for 9:00AM.
            B. Fence off ROW to Town Park- Church Street
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to ask the Highway Department to fence off the right of way to Town Park on Church Street. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

            C. Re-Bid tree work and asphalt work

A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to rebid for the tree work and asphalt work, to receive the bids on June 13, 2011 and to open them at 7:00PM . All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

            C. Compost Fee-

Councilman Bujanow said that there was no motion on increasing the fees and there was not a revenue line established. He said his position is to move the fee to the $10.00 or the Town Board needs to officially make a motion to move it up to $50.00 for the permit. Councilman Smith said he has also heard a lot of negative comments from the people of the Village of Kinderhook about the fee being unjustly equitable. He said he agrees with Councilman Bujanow for the fact that the Town pays for the pick up, the village residents are paying for the compost site which is also paying for some of the pickup. He said he thinks it is an inequitable fee for the residents of the Village of Kinderhook. Supervisor Grattan explained that he thought they did that as part of the budget process (raise the fee). He said the revenue line is contained in the Town Clerk fees and that is where the additional funds are. He said the Town Clerk collects them and that is where it would be shown. He also explained that the Town operates the compost site at the Mitchell Farm and the Town Clerk has been handing out letters that explain the cost that are involved. He said that last year it cost almost $17,000.00 to run the site. He said the Town sold 211 permits last year at $10.00 a piece. He said he went through them and from January 1, 2010 to April 20, 2011 the Town has sold 225 permits at $10.00 and $50.00 and that 116 of those were sold to people in the Village of Kinderhook, 80 sold to Town residents and the balance to the people in the Village of Valatie. He said he spoke with Trustee Phillips from the Village of Kinderhook Board and the Village drops their Christmas Trees over there at the end of the season with no charge. He said the village does an extremely limited brush pick up. He said that site is primarily used by is Village of Kinderhook residents. He said he had people approach me and thought the fee was very high. He said no one likes to raise fees, but even with the increase we are still going to have a $10,000 shortfall on operating it. He said he feels it should be $50.00 for it and to continue with that going forward. He said last year the fees were raised for children to attend the Summer Program from $50.00 to $100.00 per child. He said that what happens is at least the people who are using the program are contributing more to it. He said he thinks it is unfair for taxpayers who don’t use it to contribute to it.  
There was continued discussion on the issue.

Councilman Bujanow made a motion to set the compost site fee at $10.00. Motion seconded by Councilman Smith. Motion not passed vote of 3 -2
Not Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-No
              Councilwoman Leader-No


              Councilman Kipp- No

              Councilman Bujanow- Yes

              Councilman Smith- Yes
Supervisor Grattan made a motion to set the compost site fee at $50.00. Motion seconded by Councilman Kipp.
Adopted: Supervisor Grattan-Yes
              Councilwoman Leader-Yes


              Councilman Kipp- Yes
              Councilman Bujanow- No
              Councilman Smith- No
11.
New Business

A. Adopt a Highway Program
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Kipp to appoint Peter Bujanow as the Adopt a Highway Program Coordinator and to move ahead with the program. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

                    B. Award Truck Bids to Orange Motors- low bidder
 A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Kipp to award the truck bids to Orange Motors the low bidder of 2-1 ton dump trucks for $62,233.40 for both trucks. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  
                       C. Discussion re: temporary help for court work
Supervisor Grattan spoke of the need for an additional court clerk to on a temporary basis to have someone here during the week, Monday –Thursday from 9:00AM- 1:00PM to collect fines and to take phone calls. He had submitted a document showing the salary that other court clerks receive throughout the other Towns. He suggested trying it for six to eight weeks on a trial basis. 

                    D. Retain Christine Chale for legal work re: bonds for truck purchase
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to retain Christine Chale for the bonds for the one ton dump truck purchases. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.  

                   E. Discussion re: hiring two workers for summer time help 7/1/11-8/30/11 at $10.00 per hour-no benefits
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Kipp to hire two workers for summer time help from July 1, 2011 – August 30, 2011 at $10.00 per hour with no benefits and to advertise to read “an all around maintenance and cleanup and mowing in the summer…good old fashioned summer job” . All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
                     F. Discussion on Code Committee Items: Private Road Specs, Building Department Fees-skipped to the end of the agenda
                     G. Updating property photographs for Assessor’s files
Supervisor Grattan reported that Acting Assessor Tom Griffin and his assistant will be going around taking digital pictures of properties in the next few months.
                     H. Summer Program
Chair of the Recreation Commission Mark Leinung wanted to make sure that the program was authorized in May to give time for publicity. He said that the proposed program is pretty much the same as last year. He suggested that there be a $5.00 late fee for anyone that submits an application after July 4th. He said it will encourage them to register early and we will have a better handle on the size of the program.
A motion was made by Councilman Bujanow and seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the summer recreation program with the additional $5.00 registration late fee after July 11, 2011. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
Chair Leinung spoke of the need for t-shirts for the programs.
A motion was made by Councilman Kipp and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to accept the proposal from JCB Specialties for $2,620.70 for Recreation T-shirts. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Bujanow to authorize bids for the Summer Playground Bus Transportation. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
                      I. Schedule Special Town Board Meetings
A motion was made by Councilwoman Leader and seconded by Councilman Kipp to schedule a special Town Board meeting to meet with the District Attorney regarding the criminal case that the Town is involved in. The meeting will be scheduled for May 10, 2011 at 7:30PM and will be an executive session. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to schedule a Special Town Board Fiscal Oversight Committee Meeting for June 16, 2011 at 7:00PM. All in favor. Motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor Grattan came back to Item F on the agenda

F. Discussion on Code Committee Items: Private Road Specs, Building Department Fees-

Private Road Specs-There was discussion on the issue and suggested was to have the Town Attorney look into whether this would need to be done by resolution or a Local Law.

Building Department Fees-Councilman Smith submitted to the Town Board the Town Of Austerlitz fee reports regarding Building Department Fees. He explained the fees and said it is not an increase that it is an equitable distribution of fees amongst the strata of the cost of the jobs; he said the cost analysis was done. He said that there is a substantial deficit in the Town of Kinderhook Building Department and said that in Austerlitz the fees are covering the operational cost of the department. He said this proposal would enable us to stabilize the fees and bring in more revenue. Suggested was to get information from the Building Department. 
12. Public Comments-

Ed Simonsen -said that the Adopt A Highway is a fantastic program. He spoke of the bridge tenders program. 
Bob Cramer- asked who would supervisor the summer help.
13. Board Comments- 
Councilman Smith spoke of the Clark Sister House on County Route 21. He said he has driven by and it is wide open, kids are in it and he is afraid someone is going to get hurt. He said there is a resolution from a previous board to tear the place down. He said there is a letter from Town Engineer Prendergast condemning the building. He said that we need to do something. Supervisor Grattan suggested the Town Attorney look into the issue. 
14. Media Questions- there was a question about the compost fee and what the residents get. 
Supervisor Grattan explained.
15.  Executive Session: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilman Smith to go into executive session to discuss personnel. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Session began at 8:06PM

Present: 

 Supervisor Grattan

Councilwoman Leader

Councilman Smith

Councilman Kipp 

Councilman Bujanow  

Attorney Howard

Town Clerk Pinkowski
A motion was made by Supervisor Grattan and seconded by Councilwoman Leader to come out of executive session. All in favor.  Motion passed unanimously.

 Time 8:35PM

16. Adjournment
Councilman Bujanow made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Supervisor Grattan seconded the motion. All in favor. So carried.

Time 8:41PM                    

Respectfully Submitted  

Kimberly A. Pinkowski, RMC

Town Clerk           
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