
Town of Kinderhook Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes 

April 3, 2008

The meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Zoning Board of Appeals was held on April 3, 2008 beginning at 7:00pm at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, New York with Chairman Jim Waterhouse presiding.

PRESENT 






EXCUSED 
Jim Waterhouse, Chairman




Thomas Puchner
Thomas Neufeld





Jim Haggerty
Margaret Litteken

Susan Jornov                                                                          ABSENT
John McManus                                                                       

Cheryl A. Roberts, Acting ZBA Attorney




Glenn Smith, Building Inspector
Mary Kramarchyk, Town Liaison (7:35pm)




Roll call was taken.  John McManus joined the Board.  Susan Jornov made a motion to approve the March 6, 2008 minutes.  Thomas Neufeld seconded the motion, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.   
CORRESPONDENCE:   
(a) Town Board Meeting Minutes of March 10, 2008 (copy on file)
(b) Planning Board Workshop Minutes of February 14, 2008 (copy on file)

(c) Planning Board Meeting Minutes of February 21, 2008 (copy on file)

(1) Information requested from Planning Board; Re: Sandra Taylor
(2) Brochure from Columbia County Planning Board; Re: Zoning Board of Appeals Overview

(3) Memo dated March 18, 2008 from Kim Pinkowski, Town Clerk, to Town Officials; Re: Procurement Policy

PUBLIC HEARING(S):  
Jay Montague – 176 West Shore Dr., Niverville – area variance
The Chairman opened the public hearing.  Public notice was read by the secretary (copy on file).  Mr. Montague was present and explained the application.  He is looking to add an entry foyer to the front of the house and extend the bedroom 5 ft, which requires a side-yard setback variance (1.3 ft.).  Two neighbors spoke in support of the application (unidentified); no one spoke in opposition.  Thomas Neufeld made a motion to close the public hearing.  Margaret Litteken seconded the motion, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.  Margaret Litteken made a motion to approve the area variance based on the following: (1) the requested variance will not produce an undesirable change in the character of the neighborhood nor will a detriment to nearby properties be created (all houses are similar in the neighborhood; no public objection); (2) the benefit sought by the applicant cannot be achieved by a feasible alternative other than the requested variance (the additions are small); (3) the requested variance is not substantial (very small); (4) the proposed variance will not have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or environmental conditions in the neighborhood or district (the neighbors do not object); (5) the alleged difficulty was not self-created (already a non-conforming lot pre-1970).  Thomas Neufeld seconded the motion, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:  
Sandra Taylor – 242 Maple Lane, Valatie – use variance
($250.00 application fee not paid)
Ms. Taylor was not present.  After some discussion it was unanimously decided that since Ms. Taylor was not present, there was no representation present for her and no application fee was ever received the application will be removed from the agenda. 
NEW BUSINESS:  None
OTHER: 
The Board discussed the Mazure application for a variance set for a public hearing next month (area variance vs. use variance).  The Board also had a lengthy discussion regarding the language in the Town Code for accessory apartment dwelling units (getting it changed/drafting new language).  Cheryl stated that the Boards should direct the Attorneys to draft this; she will discuss it with Marc.
Thomas Neufeld made a motion to adjourn.  Margaret Litteken seconded the motion, all in favor, motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Leigh Ann B. Schermerhorn

Secretary
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