Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board

Special Public Hearing Minutes

September 7, 2006

The meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, at 10:06 pm, (due to the unexpected length of the 7:00 pm ZBA meeting this same evening) on September 7, 2006, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:   Present
                                Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman    Mary Ellen Hern

                                 Marc Gerstman, Attorney                         Robert Cramer 

                                 Pat Prendergast, Engineer                         Richard Anderson

                                 Tim Ooms, Ag. Member                           Cheryl Gilbert, Alternate 

                                 Glenn Smith, Building Inspector              William Butcher, Alternate 

                                 Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro, Alternate

                                Excused
                                Don Gaylord, James Egnasher; Don Kirsch, CEO

PUBLIC HEARING:
            8:00 PM – CVS – Site Plan - US Rte 9/State Farm Rd

The Public Hearing notice was read by the Secretary. 

The Chairman informed the audience and Board Members of the procedure to be followed.  Every person who filled out an index card with their name on it will be heard, they will have one minute to speak.  After that, the meeting will be left open and adjourned.  The Board will meet next Thursday at their regular meeting and that will be their next conversation with the applicant; he invited the audience to come back to that.

Susan Chiafullo – Addressed her comments to the Board members.  She also provided a hand-written document to be included in the file and the correspondence.  She encouraged the Board to abide by the Code, which was written for a reason.  

After one minute, the Chairman said that when the meeting is re-opened, there will be additional time for further comments.  

Frank Moses – His complaint about the whole process is with the developers.  A lot of effort went into the Code.  If their plan does not fit, either make it fit or take a hike.  He feels it is ridiculous for the Town to change.  It is up to the Board members to enforce.  The paper said the public would have three minutes to speak.  Gerard replied.

Charles White – He is concerned about the water.  The applicant has approached the Village about water.  There is a water district in the Town.  They should have some say about this.

Larry Cash – It is good to see the process work, he said.  The Board has a lot of patience.  If CVS cannot abide by our Codes, someone else will.  This is not the only site on Route 9 for this.  He hopes a balance can be achieved. 

Abbey Cash – She appreciates the opportunity to speak.  One Board member said he was insulted by her comments; during her life, she really does not think of any of the members.  She is here to speak on the issue.  She does not want anyone to be insulted; it is not personal.  

Alvin Knoll – Walter Michaud, John Hayko, Jayne Zinke and Phyllis Teal gave their minute over to him.  He read from a letter he prepared, which was submitted for the CVS file.  He went through a packet of information and drawings he had prepared for the Board this evening.  He is an architect.  He referred to the Code and the Comprehensive Plan.  He read from both.  He referenced parking in particular; also design standards.  There is no need for variances.  The roof they are proposing does not comply.  There is no sense in spending months looking at plans that do not comply with the Code.  His drawings are done in scale.  He does not object to this aesthetically, but does not feel it is safe.

Harv Strauss – A new resident addressed the Board; he lived on Long Island for 43 years and attended many meetings.  He objected to variances.  He moved here because it is rural and wants to keep it that way.  CVS has to abide by the rules set down for us.  

Laurie Austin-Michaud – Has lived on State Farm Road since she was seven years old.  She addressed the current traffic.  She hopes someone has addressed the turn onto and from State Farm Road.

Chris Keating – He addressed the parking issue and the variance.  Most times, issues like that can be solved by making a store smaller.  They should consider following the Code.

Kevin Colwell – Resident of Niverville; he spoke in support of the CVS application.  These meetings seem to bring people out who are not in support of projects like this.  A good pharmacy is essential.  He supports good growth.  The Widewaters project has improved this community.  We need the services CVS will provide.  

Richard Fuerst – He has nothing against CVS; we could probably use one in Town, but where they are putting it is not a good idea.  He spoke about the traffic already being too much for the roundabout.  They should look at another spot; make the store smaller.  The traffic will back up onto State Farm Road and cause a big traffic jam there.  He lives on State Farm Road.  This will be a cause for danger and on someone’s head.  

The Chairman asked for other comments.  There were none.  He adjourned the meeting; notice will be supplied for the next meeting to reinitiate this Hearing.

Tim made the motion to adjourn at 10:25 pm; Mary Ellen seconded it and unanimously the members agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Beaucage

Secretary

