Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Workshop Minutes

September 14, 2006


The workshop meeting was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, at 7:08 pm, on September 14, 2006, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:      Present
                                  Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman           Richard Anderson

                                   Tim Ooms, Ag. Member (late @ 7:10 pm)     James Egnasher

                                   Pat Prendergast, Engineer                               Cheryl Gilbert, Alternate

                                   Marc Gerstman, Attorney                                Ed Simonsen, Liaison

                                   Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro, Alternate                Glenn Smith, Bldg. Inspector

                                   William Butcher, Alternate (late)

                                   Excused
                                   Mary Ellen Hern, Don Gaylord, Robert Cramer; Don Kirsch, CEO
APPROVE MINUTES:     August 10 and August 17, 2006 – The Chairman asked for questions/deletions/corrections; Pat had one.  On the August 10th minutes, Pat noted that Mr. Bean did not say (on the bottom of page 2) that he sent it to the Board of Health.  The Secretary will listen to the minutes and let them know by next week.    

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1.         Workshop information and registration, re:  Planning Safer Communities for

            Bicyclists and Pedestrians.
2.         Training information, re:  Biodiversity Assessment Training.
3.         Impact Study, dated April 2006, re:  Taylor Rental Entrance.  (distributed on 9/7/06)

4.         Minutes, dated 8/14/06, from Town Board Meeting.  (on file)

5.         Minutes, dated 8/16/06, from Town Board Special Meeting. (on file)

6.         Letter to Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, dated 8/22/06, from Nancy Patzwahl, re:  Empire 

            Property Group, Ltd.
7.         Letter to (copy) Laurence Brown, dated 8/27/06, from Barbara A. Beaucage, re:  site  

            plan approval.
8.         Letter to Gerry Minot-Scheuermann, dated 8/28/06, from Pat Prendergast, re:  Bean 

            Subdivision.

9.         Letter (copy) to Matthew Kazmierski, dated 8/29/06, re:  Kinderhook (Bean) 

            Townhouses.

10.       Letter to Planning Board, dated 9/4/06, from Alvin Knoll, re:  Proposed CVS.  

            (distributed on 9/7/06)

11.       Memo to Planning and ZBA, dated/received 9/7/06, from Susan Chiafullo, re:  CVS.
The Chairman asked for discussion regarding any correspondence; there was none.

PUBLIC HEARING:    (none)

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Yager Subdivision – State Farm Rd – This was sent to Ed McConville for review, Marc noted.  He assumes Ed is working on it.  

2. Reclamation of RJ Valenti mine – US Rte 9 – Pat has not received any official correspondence from DEC regarding this.  They are not satisfied with the mine.  They are upset because they think the material was taken from the mine and replaced with junk.  They are thinking of taking the mine to court.  It is not a public matter, but they were sending them a letter.  We will not hear anything.  Marc asked if they will call in the bond for reclamation; Pat doesn’t think the bond is enough to fix all that needs to be done.  

3. Hamilton-Phelps – Glenn reported nothing new on this.  A letter was distributed to the members at this time from the Town of Stuyvesant regarding their being kept in the loop about this property.  They have expressed concern about the access.  The Chairman explained the situation.  The Chairman proposed that a letter be sent to Stuyvesant, thanking them and telling them that we will keep them informed.  The Code Enforcement Department is working to get the road that was approved as the main egress up to specs.  Hopefully that will take care of the problem.  He asked the members if that was all right.  Glenn asked if there was a letter from the Fire Department; we should get something.  Pat and Glenn discussed the issue; Pat talked about the radius of the turns, the width isn’t bad.   

4. Bean Subdivision – Rte 203/Garrigan Rd – The Chairman began by reading from a document provided to him by Don Kirsch about Columbia County sewage disposal regs.   Pat said this is from the 1996 State Health Department regs.  Marc is doing some research also.  He feels this public health issue must be addressed.  If the applicant had come to us and the Board had looked at the separation proposal under SEQR, significant issues would have been raised at that time.  Even if DEC regulations are said to be applicable here, hat does not foreclose the Board from imposing stricter requirements if conditions warrant.  Pat added some information on how DEC will look at this.  He also received a cost estimate for the bond for paving, sidewalks, trees, lights, and plantings; their estimate came up to $33,880.  He reviewed it with their engineer; plus 25% to cover municipal costs.  Pat recommended a bond for $42,350.  Pat thinks a letter of credit was sent in already.  The Town has a procedure in place now for monitoring bonds.  Gerard said a letter from DEC has to be provided regarding the septic system.  Pat, Marc and Gerard discussed this.  Pat asked if they could vote next week on whether the bond amount is enough; Marc added that we need a modified site plan also.  

5. Empire Homes – US Rte 9 – Marc reported that there has been a request for a reduction in the bond to $2,000.  Pat said they still need to paint the stripes.  Marc read from correspondence #6 on the agenda.  We need the Building Department to say if 

                this is adequate.  Pat spoke with the applicant; it is a site plan issue.  It shouldn’t cost 

         more than a couple of thousand dollars, Pat said.  Pat told him to do the striping and 

         then come to see the Board.  That was a couple of weeks ago; it is still not done.  Pat’s 

         recommendation seemed reasonable to Marc.  Gerard mentioned one other issue to 

         Glenn; they have a problem with the location of the tractor trailer at the site.  Glenn

         is aware of that.  They will be advised that once they are done, they will get their bond

         back, Marc noted.

6. J Warren Braley – Rte 203 – Since no one has been present for a few weeks, at the next meeting, Gerard said, if they are not here on the 21st, we will vote to remove them from the agenda.  No one has been here since July.  Jim noted that it looks like they have put in a road from McCagg Rd.

7. CVS – State Farm Rd/US Rte 9 – (Mary recused herself; she will not be participating in the review of this application.)  Final copies of the traffic study were distributed to the members for their review.  Jason and Mike, from Chazen, were present.  The full set will be ready for the next meeting, Gerard noted.  He asked Mike what the total cost will be, including the original costs?  The original cost was $6,000; they added tasks relative to their review of the parking issue, they also added an interim report, which was provided in August, and they attended (exceeded) additional meetings.  Right now, the new budget will be about $7,300, as of tonight, Mike said.  John Joseph, Ray Jurkowski and Paul Freeman were present.  Gerard noted that we will need more escrow; John asked if he should submit $500 more to carry them through?  Gerard continued; we also discussed whether or not we wanted to do any additional traffic work now that school is in session.  We never reached a decision on that.  The cost of that would be an additional $1,700, the Chairman said.  Mike referred to the letter he submitted regarding the costs.  He was waiting to see what transpired; there are many different scopes, but Gerard wanted to put it out there.  He wants to keep the Board informed.  $500 should get us through right now.  Two letters were received today in support of the CVS project; copies were distributed now to the members.  Paul said that as a consequence of the decision by the ZBA, this is not a change of anything other than the addition to the north of a little more land and the revised site plan shows the location of the additional parking.   Ray showed on the revised plats that they are moving forward with the purchase of the additional lands to the north.  They submitted a lot line change plat to the members at this time.  They are providing an additional 18 spaces based on the building square footage.  They have modified all drawings; additional lighting and two poles have been added to the north, a buffer has been added in the front, they have added additional landscaping on the landscaping plan.  At the Public Hearing, there was concern expressed by the neighbor to the east regarding the LP gas tanks; those have been moved from the east to the north side of the property.  On this plan, they show the house to the north; they meet the setback requirements.  They also show the house to the east and its setback.  Gerard asked where they fill the gas tanks from; Ray replied that it is done after hours and he showed where a domed 

         cover to the tanks would be.  For mitigating and impact, Ray looked at their grading 

         and utility plan.  To compensate for additional run off, they have added a row of 

         infiltrators.  They have redone the storm water plan to address this.  Pat has been                 

         provided with copies of these.  On the grading and utility plan, they will provide 

         a water line from Dunkin Donuts to serve their parcel, too.  This will serve for fire 

         protection and keep their well for daily demands.  Pat asked about the water for the

         sprinklers; Ray met with Mike DeRuzzio, Health Department, who will be preparing a 

         letter pending approval for the water from the Village of Valatie.  Paul spoke with 

         Doug McGivney about the Town’s Water District; it does not have its own water 

         district as established by law, Paul said.  They are an extension of the Village’s.  

         However, the Town is contemplating, at some point for the future, doing that because 

         they now have the water tower on State Farm Road.  One of the Supervisor’s concerns 

         was to be sure that what we ran was a main as opposed to a feeder line; that is what 

         they are doing, Paul assured the Supervisor.  The testing for sufficiency/adequacy of 

         supply has already been done; it was satisfactory, Paul reported.  That is where that 

         stands right now, he said.  Ray added that they have submitted an application to DOT; 

         they have already had a few meetings with them regarding borings.  The Chairman 

         mentioned that Region 8 will be transferring this area to Region 1.  Ray spoke with Joe 

         Visconti; they assured Ray that they will finish anything they have begun before that 

         transfer comes through.  Ray is awaiting their review.  The lighting plan was reviewed; 

         they have not added any additional splash.  A revised long-form EAF has been 

         submitted; copies will be made for all members for next week by the Secretary.  Cheryl 

         asked where the septic was for the house next door; can we get an answer to that?  Ray

         responded.  Richard asked if they can park in the residential area; Paul replied, but the

         Chairman said we will refer to the Code for that.  Parking questions were raised; some 

         discussion occurred.  Since the site has changed, Cheryl felt that the parking could go 

         in the back now.  Code books were reviewed by some of the members and Paul at this 

         time.  Paul read from the Code; 81-18 J. (2).  The green space can be used for roadway 

         and parking, he said.  Pat feels the Code is pretty clear; he also noted the green space is 

         still 50%.  Do the gas tanks count, Richard asked?  They are underground, Ray replied.  

         Gerard asked if there was anything else; Pat did look at the geometry of the parking 

         lot and it is all the same, he reported.  Marc commented on the revised EAF.  The 

         determination of significance has to be evaluated.  The Public Hearing that was started 

         needs to be re-noticed and re-convened; it is open at this point.  Regarding the trees, 

         Gerard asked, has a survey been done of the ones that exist and notation made 

         regarding caliper; John replied that no trees will be removed.  Paul said they have been 

         waiting for the ZBA decision to finalize the lot-line adjustment associated with 

         acquiring the additional land.  VanAlstynes finalized the map; this is the map on the 

         final plan.  He talked about the notation on the plat regarding the McIntyre property; 

         these will be merged into one parcel.  The wording of that note was provided by Paul; 

         Marc will review it.  The merger will be a condition of the approval, Marc noted.  The 

         Chairman opened the meeting up for public comments at this time regarding the 

         project; there were none.  He asked for member’s comments; there were none.  A 

         discussion occurred about when to reconvene the Hearing.  The members and the 

         applicant’s representatives decided.  All notices will be sent out again by the Secretary.  

         Following the discussion, the Chairman asked for a motion was made to set this for a 

         continuation of the Public Hearing regarding CVS, on 9/27 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall; 

                William made the motion and Tim seconded it.  The Chairman asked for discussion. 

                there was none.  By a show of hands and an aye vote, all members, except Cheryl

                agreed; she voted in opposition.  Marc asked if she would be at the Hearing; she will 

                not as she will be out of town.  He asked that she read the transcript of that Hearing; 

                she will.  

      NEW BUSINESS:
1. Gunther Fishgold – Site Plan Amendment – 2424 Rte 203 – Ed Tuczynski represented the applicant.  They proposed to put a Morton building at the site.  The Secretary asked that they submit a check for $25 for the site plan application amendment.  He explained the project to the members.  The building will be open on four sides; a pole barn.  This is exactly what the Elks Club put up at their site.  They will store equipment there for now.  Pat asked about the roof pitch; Glenn said the Code calls for 8/12 gable and 4/12 hip.  The Chairman said it has to meet the Code or we will refer you to the ZBA.  It’s easier to make it 8/12.  Jim asked how high the building is; 18’ to the peak unless they have to make the roof higher.  Cheryl said it could look pretty junky with tractors and stuff in there.  Ed said you will be looking down on the roof from 203.  He said there is no problem going to 8/12; it’s probably $100 more.  Pat told him to look at the one at the Town Park.  Richard told him we need all elevations on the site plan.  We need to know how tall it is to the peak.  Cheryl asked if they are doing anything about a road or parking; no.  Marc informed the members that this is a Type II action.  Pat asked if we need a Public Hearing; yes, it is a site plan amendment.  The Chairman explained; we may set it up for the Hearing next week.  

2.      Heinz Grossjohann – Two-lot Subdivision – Rte 9H and CR 21 – Virginia Smith, 

         Attorney, represented the applicant.  They plan to create one 17-acre and one 44-acre 

         parcel.  The Secretary gave Ms. Smith an application and informed her that we need an 

         additional $200 for the other lot.  While the members reviewed the plats, discussion

         took place about the previous subdivision(s) of this property.  Mention was made of this 

         now being a major subdivision as opposed to a minor and its being considered a 

         conservation subdivision.  The Chairman said they must go back to the original parcel.  

         Marc asked about the intended use; the applicant has a prospective purchaser.  This is 

         in a residential zone.  Marc said we need to know what the intended use will be.  

         Gerard noted that there have been five parcels already carved out of this.  A discussion

         took place between the members.  For the next meeting, the Chairman referred her to 

         the Town’s website regarding Conservation Subdivisions; they will have that for next 

         week.  The Secretary will access the previously-approved subdivisions.  The plat will 

         also have to be amended, Gerard noted; she will call the Secretary regarding the fee.         

ZBA OPINION:         (none)

OTHER:
1. Liaison – comments – Pat asked for an update on the Town’s consideration of the proposed driveway specs; there was none.  They met with the engineers on Saturday regarding the highway building.  Gerard asked about the upcoming schedules; will the Town Board members be really busy?  We are still interested in a joint meeting with the Town Board and the ZBA.  We could also include the Highway Department and the Building Department.  Ed will try to make himself available.  

2. Other comments – Public - none

3. Liaison to Village Planning Boards – The Village of Kinderhook met on the Comprehensive Plan.  She heard there was no meeting in the Village of Valatie, but she was attending the Public Hearing at the Town that same evening. 

Gerard distributed a letter he prepared to be mailed to Stewart’s.  This is about the satellite dish; the members reviewed the letter at this time.  If it is acceptable to the members, he will send it. 

At the end of the agenda, at 8:28 pm, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Beaucage

Secretary 
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