Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Workshop Minutes
October 11, 2007


The monthly meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann at 7:08 pm, on October 11, 2007, at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  This meeting was previously designated as a voting meeting.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:     Present
                               Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman        Mary Ellen Hern

                                Pat Prendergast, Engineer                            Robert Cramer

                                Marc Gerstman, Attorney                            Cheryl Gilbert

                                Glenn Smith, Building Inspector                 William Butcher, Alternate

                                Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro, Alternate            Tim Ooms, Ag. Member
                                Excused                                                         
                                James Egnasher                                              
                                Don Gaylord

There not being a quorum of regular members, both alternates will be voting tonight.
APPROVE MINUTES:      August 16, September 13 and 20, 2007 – The Chairman asked if there were any corrections/deletions; there were none.  Robert made a motion to approve the minutes; Cheryl seconded it and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved the minutes.     
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Minutes, dated 9/10/07, from Town Board Meeting. (on file)

2. Letter to Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, dated 9/20/07, from William Better, re:  Fairland Subdivision.
3. Letter to Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, dated 9/20/07, from Anthony Buono, re:  Greenfield Real Estate, LLC.  (previously distributed on 9/20/07)
4. Letter (copy) to Town of Stuyvesant Planning Board, dated 9/21/07, from Morris Associates, re:  Fairland Farms Subdivision.
5. Preliminary project approval, dated 9/24/07, from Barbara A. Beaucage, re:  Fairland Estates LLC.
6. Minutes, dated 9/25/07, from Town of Kinderhook Bid Opening.  (on file)

7. Minutes, dated 9/27/07, from Town of Kinderhook Special Meeting.  (on file)
PUBLIC HEARING: 
7:10 pm – Town of Kinderhook – Proposed Storage Building – Rapp Rd – Peter Bujanow and Pat Prendergast made the presentation; the Public Hearing notice was read by the Secretary. The Hearing was closed by the Chairman at 7:16 pm.  The Chairman asked for questions; there 

were none.  Cheryl made a motion to approve the project; Tim seconded it and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved it.
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Reclamation of RJ Valenti mine – US Rte 9 – Pat reported that he had visited the site; DEC is reviewing the reclamation and they have told them to go back in.  The reclamation has been reviewed; DEC feels that the depth of the topsoil may have been “skimped” on.  They are holding a $30,000 bond.
2. Sandra Taylor – 242 Maple Ln –  Bed & Breakfast – Sandra was present; Marc reported on the discussion at the ZBA meeting.  No conditions were imposed by the ZBA regarding the screening; the variance was approved for a special use permit.  The applicant and her neighbor spoke at the ZBA meeting.  This was determined to be a Type II action, Marc noted.  Miss Taylor owns the fence; she was told.  She didn’t know that, she said.  She is not sure about it.  Marc told her to ask her surveyor; Glenn advised her.  The only issue, Marc noted, was the screened vegetation.  Everything is okay with the Building Inspector, he noted.  Glenn said that the neighbor’s  biggest concern was with the people who will occupy the B&B; they may complain about the noise from her children.  Glenn does not see this as a problem.  Sandra hopes that people will be out walking or biking as well when they stay with her.  Tim made a motion to approve the special use with no other conditions than those on the plat; Robert seconded it and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members agreed.  The $25 final review fee is due.  Sandra asked if she can use the area over the garage for anything; Glenn replied that it can be used as an art studio only.  Glenn and Sandra can discuss it at another time, he said.  Marc, Gerard and Glenn discussed who will issue the special use permit; the Planning Board.  Tim made a motion to ask our attorney to draft a special use permit form for use by the Board and provide it to the Secretary to use immediately; Cheryl seconded the motion and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members agreed.  Sandra paid the $25 fee to the Secretary.  Marc explained the permit to Sandra.  

3. Greenfield Real Estate, LLC – (Anthony Buono) – Two-lot subdivision – No one was present.  He is still waiting to hear from the ACOE, Gerard noted.  
4. Paula Palleschi – west side of Rte 9H – 7 Rabbit Lane – Currently a 16.10 acre parcel with house – Proposing two-lot residential subdivision – Marc said we are still waiting for the NYS Court of Appeals decision; it will be 62 days after the Hearing.  
5. Fairland Equities, Ltd. – (former Little Farm on CR 21) – 224 acres in Town of 
         Kinderhook and 134 acres in Town of Stuyvesant – Proposed Conservation 
                Subdivision – 5 acre zoning – 18 lots total – The changes made in the draft resolution 

                distributed by Marc this evening were a result of the last Planning Board meeting.  Bill 

                has one suggested change he would like to make after he hears from his HOA 

                specialist lawyer.  If any member has any changes they would like to make, Marc 

                asked them to email him.  By next week, these are supposed to be signed by the 

                Chairman at the next meeting.  The declaration of covenants to be drafted by Bill; 

                Jacalyn provided notes on this.  They are in the minutes, Gerard noted.  The revised 

                plans will be submitted to Pat and there will be one final document to review, Marc 

                said.  Bill will have those by tomorrow.  Pat spoke with Marc about the letter that he

                submitted last month about what is still needed.   Stuyvesant has also submitted a 

                similar letter.  Pat talked about stormwater; the applicant may qualify for credits.  
       6.      CVS – Proposed minor modification to approved site plan – US Rte 9/State Farm Rd 
                 Paul Freeman and John Joseph were present; Paul presented a revised plan for the 
                 landscaping.  The plantings will remain the same, but will be grouped closer together.  
                 The berm will be lowered to 1 ½’-2’.   It will be less monotonous across its whole 

                 span.  He explained how this will be done.  The appearance will be that as you drive 

                 by, there is still landscaping to look through.  Cheryl is concerned that you will be 

                 able to see car grills.  Pat had a concern about how the trees will grow.  Cheryl asked 

                 if they will be watered regularly; yes, by Tom Hall, their landscaper.  Marc asked if

                 CVS initiated this action; yes.  Pat does not want them to saw off the tops of the pine

                  trees when they begin to grow.   Paul reminded him that that is in the final resolution;

                  also, if something does, they will replace it into perpetuity.  Gerard noted that they 

                  did what we asked and it doesn’t look good.  Robert said this gives us insight into

                  future berms.  The Code talks about an 8’ wall, Paul reminded him.  Tom Hall is 

                  ready to begin the work before it gets too cold. Marc noted this is a Type II action.

                  Cheryl asked Paul some specific questions about the plan; she does not want to see 

                  the berm go down too much.  The purpose is not to see the car grills.  Mary Ellen

                  feels this berm does not look right.  Robert made some suggestions about ground

                  cover and florals.  Robert made a motion to accept the plans as presented; the changes

                  as presented based on the application.  Mary Ellen seconded the motion and Mary 

                  recused herself.  The Secretary noted that we still need the application, SEQRA and 

                  the application fee of $50.  As soon as we receive everything, we will be able to 

                  stamp the plans; Paul will provide us with four sets.  The remaining members voted

                  in agreement by a show of hands and an aye vote; the motion passed.  John is very

                  anxious to get this corrected. 

NEW BUSINESS:     
1. Estate of Edward E. Meyer – Two-lot subdivision – US Rte 9 – The attorney will 

            be here next week.  Marc asked the Secretary to notify the attorney that an 

            Agriculture Data Statement must be provided by next week; she will notify the 

            attorney.  This is according to the Ag. & Markets Law; Section 305.A, sub. 3 & 4.
Mr. Jannsen was present; Yager lot-line adjustment.  He brought in the revised plats, which the members reviewed at this time.  The Chairman drew their attention to the new line drawn.  He had a converstion with Mr. Jannsen; he reported this to the members.  The lot has now gained 

more land because Mr. Jannsen’s septic system was not within the lines and this was a perfect opportunity to get it all together.  We now have the easement we asked for, the Chairman said.

Marc asked when the easement will be given; Gerard asked if Marc could draft that up for us.

Marc will speak to the Town Attorney; between the two of them they will draft the document for the easement.  Tim made a motion to approve the lot-line adjustment; Robert seconded it and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved it.  We will need a 

description of the easement property, Marc said.  The final review fee of $25 is due.  For highway maintenance purposes and possible future construction of sidewalks; the motion was re-opened to include the purpose of the easement.  Mr. Jannsen said he assumed that is what it was for.  Marc wants to be sure the purpose is clear.  The Chairman noted that we are re-opening the motion to amend the approval to read….the easement for highway maintenance purposes and possible future construction of sidewalks…Tim made a motion to amend with the stipulated wording to be included; Robert seconded it and unanimously by a show of hands and an aye vote, the members approved it.        

ZBA OPINION:    (none)
OTHER:
1.    Liaison to Village Planning Boards – report – Cheryl did not attend the Valatie 

        meeting; next month, she cannot attend.  Maybe someone else can; it is the first 

        Wednesday of the month.  Kinderhook did not appear to have had a meeting, she 
         said.  She attended a class on SEQRA and will try to get some notes together for

         the members. 
2.    Chairman, 9/9H Corridor Committee – report – Robert reported that the new 

        Region 8 office finally got his email; she will review it and get back to Robert.  
        He is hoping they will look at the sustainable land study.  They are moving along with 

        the Comprehensive Plan.  The Corridor Study has been shelved.  Mary Ellen asked if 

        she could send some of her thoughts along to Robert; yes.  

3.    Liaison(s) to Town Board – report

4.    Public comments – none

Pat raised the issue of parking at Dr. Starkman’s site.  People are now parking on the lawn and in the driveway.  There are empty spots in the rear parking area.  It looks like we have done something wrong, he said.  Glenn replied that this is on his list.  

Tim made a motion to adjourn at 7:55 pm; Robert seconded it and unanimously the members agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________

Barbara A. Beaucage, Secretary 
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