Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Workshop Minutes

January 10, 2008


The workshop meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was called to order by Chairman Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, on January 10, 2008, at 7:02 pm at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY.  The roll was called by the Secretary.

ROLL CALL:     Present
                               Gerard Minot-Scheuermann, Chairman        Mary Ellen Hern (7:06 pm)

                               Tim Ooms, Ag. Member                               James Egnasher

                               Cheryl Gilbert (7:04 pm)                               Robert Cramer

                                Pat Prendergast, Engineer                             Mary Gerstman, Attorney

                                Glenn Smith, Bldg. Inspector                       William Butcher, Alternate

                                Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro, Alternate (7:05 pm)

APPROVE MINUTES:     December 13 and 20, 2007
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Letter (copy) to Timothy Ross, dated 12/19/07, from Columbia County Department 

        of Health, re:  Fairland Farms.
2. Letter to Planning Board, dated 12/20/07, from Sotiria Efthimiadis, re:  absence.  

        (previously distributed on 12/20/07)

A.    Minutes, dated 12/19/07, from Town Board Meeting.  (on file)
3. Order to Remedy Violation (copy), dated 12/26/07, re:  Mark Irish property.
4. Letter (copy) to Estate of Edward E. Meyer, dated 1/5/08, from Barbara A. Beaucage, re:  conditional approval of two-lot subdivision. 
5. Court of Appeals decision…Town of Wappingers, from Marc Gerstman, re: system for 

        subdividing property and filing plats.
The Chairman asked for comments on the correspondence; there were none.
PUBLIC HEARING:    (none)  
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Reclamation of RJ Valenti mine – US Rte 9 – Pat reported that there was nothing new.
2. Greenfield Real Estate, LLC – (Anthony Buono) – Two-lot subdivision – Gerard said he has heard nothing from the applicant.  He is still awaiting the ACOE decision.
3. Paula Palleschi – west side of Rte 9H – 7 Rabbit Lane – Currently a 16.10 acre parcel with house – Proposing two-lot residential subdivision – The Court of Appeals has said
that the notation that has been entered on the map is sufficient to restrict further subdivision.  It does not have to be on the deed and recorded.  The restriction placed on the subdivision in 1997 is enforceable.  The members felt it was the right thing.  Marc
               noted that no application fee and no fee have been received; at this point, it should be 

               removed from the agenda and he advised the Secretary to send a note to Bill Better.  
               This is based on the Court of Appeals decision.

4. Fairland Equities, Ltd. – (former Little Farm on CR 21) – 224 acres in Town of 
                Kinderhook and 134 acres in Town of Stuyvesant – Proposed Conservation Subdivision  

                5 acre zoning – 18 lots total - The plats have been stamped by both towns; we are 
                awaiting the homeowner’s association document.
5. CVS – Proposed minor modification to approved site plan – US Rte 9/State Farm Rd – The Chairman has not written the letter to them yet; he will do that.  They have not addressed the 
issue of the interior light spillage yet.  He will include that in his letter.  

6. Darrin Mazure – Accessory Apartment – 733 Fischer Rd – 5A in A/R zone – The plats
are not ready yet according to a phone call from the applicant.  He has an option, the

Chairman noted.  Glenn did not check the Code yet; Gerry will find “caretaker” in the

Code.  Marc felt he should also check under “ag.”.
NEW BUSINESS:     

1.  Bert Freed – Sign Variance – going to ZBA – 2811 US Rte 9 - .48A in B1/MFO  

 Zone – No one was present.  Glenn explained that he is at the ZBA right now to get an 

 area variance for the size of the sign.  It is 64’ now; 4’ over with the attachment.  They

 advised him to just cut down the main part of the sign; he wants to keep it.  Glenn told

 him he still has to get the site plan amended by the Planning Board after that.  He is

 scheduled for the next meeting of the ZBA.   
ZBA OPINION:    (none)
OTHER:
The Chairman noted that a meeting was to be held this week with an individual who is interested in building a senior citizen facility on Anthony Buono’s property on CR 28B.  While meeting was postponed, he finds the concept interesting; he knows of other similar projects, which he explained.  Glenn offered some additional information; Mary Ellen knew of a similar project in Rochester, NY.  
Gerard also noted the recent application made by Widewaters to the Assessor for a tax abatement.   He recalled very specifically that they had agreed, as part of the final conditions, not to apply.  It was, therefore, included in their conditions for approval.  He suggested they discuss it and perhaps instruct our attorney to write a letter to the Town Board; these conditions are something we believe and should have some force of law.  He strongly would recommend that the Town do whatever is necessary to affirm that.  He would hate to see something happen by default.  He made the motion 

and James seconded it; there was no further discussion.  Robert and Cheryl recused themselves from voting and discussion.  Tim and James recalled that Marco agreed to this; James said Marco

noted that he did not need it actually.  The remainder of the members agreed to the motion by a show of hands and their aye votes.  
1.    Liaison to Village Planning Boards – report – Cheryl reported on an interesting 

        meeting held at the Valatie Village Planning Board.  Their Village Board is quickly

        moving to change the zoning to get senior housing on the farm on 203, where the barn 

        was torn down.  Everyone knows they want senior housing, but because they don’t have 

        the zoning to do it and they want to get the funding for it, they can’t get the approval 

        until they get the funding, they are only proposing a four-lot subdivision.  They know it 

        will be senior housing, but cannot make any conditions, like sidewalks or cross walks.  

        They will have 32 units for the senior; it is the most convoluted thing, she said.  The

        members discussed the project(s).  She tried to explain it further to the members.  They

        have not gotten the comments from their Planning Board.  She spoke about a senior 

        project she knew about in Arizona.  The Valatie project will allow seniors age 55.  

        Cheryl invited the members to attend the next Village meeting on February 6th at 6:30 

        pm. at the Village Hall.   

2.    Chairman, 9/9H Corridor Committee – report – Robert got some information from 

        Doug; the new regional Director mistakenly forgot to stop in.  She and Doug have 

        spoken.  Hopefully, we will get our corridor study back and she spoke about a reduction 

         in the speed limit.  Robert said that he heard that we will receive $7,500 of the $10,000
         grant that they applied for.  

3.    Liaison(s) to Town Board – report – The Town Board meeting is next Monday.
4.    Public comments – none
William asked if anyone has seen the Field Flowers sign on the truck that is parked on the Empire property.  Glenn said he cannot tell her where to park her truck.  

Robert reported that he was at the Empire site and bio-bricks are being made there.  He explained what they are.  They gave him samples to try; he gave them to James and asked him to let him know what he thinks of them.  You burn them in your woodstove.  

Tim made a motion at 7:35 pm to adjourn; Cheryl seconded it and unanimously the members voted in agreement.

Respectfully submitted.

Barbara A. Beaucage, Secretary
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