Town of Kinderhook

Planning Board Workshop
December 8, 2011

Approved


MINUTES
The Workshop Meeting of the Town of Kinderhook Planning Board was held on Thursday, December 8, 2011 beginning at 7:0pm at the Kinderhook Town Hall, 4 Church Street, Niverville, NY with Chairman Robert Cramer presiding. The meeting was called to order by the Chairman and the Roll was taken by the Secretary.

A. Call Roll

Present:






Excused:
Robert Cramer, Chairman 




Jim Egnasher
Andy Howard, Attorney




Cheryl Gilbert
Patrick Prendergast, Engineer






Mary Keegan-Cavagnaro





Tim Ooms

William Butcher

Dale Berlin

Jake Samascott
Chris Simonsen 

Daniel Weiller






Absent:
Nataly Dee, Secretary





None












B. Correspondence
1. Review of Minutes from the November 10th Workshop and November 17th Meeting are available for review and approval next week.  

C. Old Business
1. Tierra Farms: No one in attendance to represent Tierra Farms. 
2. Bean Lane: The Whiteny Fields Subdivision is seeking approval to dedicate Bean Lane to the Town of Kinderhook. Mr. Cramer spoke with Supervisor Grattan about representatives of Whitney Fields approaching the Planning Board about dedicating the Road and that they were advised to address the request to the Town Board.  The result of the conversation was that as long as the Highway Superintendent is satisfied with the road construction and condition, he was ok with it. The sidewalks aren’t deemed necessary from the Town’s perspective.  Highway Superintendent Ruchel concurred.  The sign has been removed.  However, there is an issue with the drainage.  It was noted that the drains are above ground level and it was suggested that they be adjusted.  Additionally, the top coat needs to be finished, for which there is still a bond inplace.  Engineer Prendergast informed the Board about the raised catch basins, explaining that was part of the “green” infrastructure.  Basically, the water runs through the drainage ditches and you need to keep the basin up so that a certain amount of water sits in the drainage swale, that way there is some water quality treatment as far as DEC is concerned.  What looks like a mistake, was in fact intentional.  Mr. Cramer requested that Mr. Ruchel write a note indicating that he satisfied with the road which will be included with the Planning Board’s recommendation to the Town Board.  The recommendation to the Town will include that the sidewalk requirement be waived and the top coat be completed. This probably will not be achievable until sometime next year.  The residents’ should be made aware that when the top coat is laid it needs to be tapered into the driveways.    
3. Tom Hall: Trailer Park - Request to stay on the Agenda
D. New Business
No new business
E. ZBA Opinion
No opinions.

F. Liaisons
1. Village Planning Boards
2. Town Board Meeting on December 19th.  Fiscal Oversite Meeting scheduled Monday, December 12th.   
3. Comprehensive Plan Review Committee: Meets next week. 
4. NYSEG Project: Nothing new.  Mr. Howard recently spoke with the Town Attorney from Ghent and it is his belief, based upon rejection of other proposals, that they would like to run the line through Ghent.  Ghent is planned a meeting, date to be set. 
G. Other
1. Public Comment: 
Scott Palladino addressed the Board.  It was suggested by Don Kirsch that he appear before the Board about the trucks parked on his property.  Mr. Cramer didn’t think there was anything that would prevent him from parking the trucks on the property.  It is a commercial site owned by Mr. Palladino.  Mr. Howard stated his recommendation that in the absence of some sort of Order to Remedy or Violation Notice the Planning Board does not have an enforcement capability.  If there were a Site Plan Violation that was deemed to have occurred then there would be some action to take.  Mr. Palladino did receive a Violation.  The Violation was provided for and reviewed by the Board.  The violation sited (81-21-J) was referenced in the Code.  The reference was in regard to signs.  Mr. Simonsen noted that the sign that is installed is not congruent with the sign that was approved.  Mr. Berlin made a remark about the plywood that was added to the lower portion of the sign.  Mr. Palladino stated that that was on the specs.  Mr. Cramer recollects stamping the drawings for the approved sign, however a copy cannot currently be found in the file.  The Chairman requested another copy if Mr. Palladino had one available.  Mr. Palladino stated that Mr. Kirsch did not have a problem with the main sign, but rather with the extra sign.  He put up the new sign, but did not take down the old sign.  Mr. Howard offered that he has been given a notice of violation, and he can do one of two things, adhere to the Site Plan or apply for revisions.  Mr. Howard will contact the Building Department.  However, the proper course because there is no application in front of the Board they have no enforcement capability.  Mr. Palladino either needs to satisfy the directives of the Code Enforcement Officer or submit an application to revise the Site Plan.   The Minutes can be reviewed for clarification, the approval will be investigated, and the Code Enforcement Officer will be consulted, but a Site Plan needs to be provided.   
A discussion about the dedication of Bean Lane ensued.  Mr. Butcher noted the non-conforming radius of the turn around of the cul-de-sac on Bean Lane and whether this was an issue.  Mr. Cramer spoke with Mr. Ruchel who said that would not be an issue in regard to snow plowing.  Would accepting this dedication that did not meet the Code set a precedent?  Circumstances for and the scope of this particular development have changed in the ensuing years since approval.  Mr. Simonsen noted the sidewalks were a condition of approval, and questioned whether that would cause further conflict.  These modifications can be a part of the recommendation to the Town Board, but ultimately it is up to them.  The major consent that is needed in terms of the application and dedication by the Town Board is from the Highway Superintendent with consult from the Engineer. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:34pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Nataly Dee, Secretary
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